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First Session Produces 
Mixed Results 
by Brenda Buchanan 
Lesbian and gay activists were involved 
in more legislative issues this year than ever 
before, and while the outcome of the session 
was decidedly mixed, it seems respect for 
the gay community is growing in Augusta. 
That may not have translated into votes 
this year, but if a general statement can be 
made about the first half of the I 13th ses-
sion, it is this: Almost everything meant 
something different than what it appeared 
to mean at first glance. 
The civil rights bill offers the best exam-
ple. After being adopted in the Senate dur-
ing the last two sessions, it lost there this 
year as well as in the traditionally conserva-
tive House. The numbers- 23-12 in the 
Senate and 88-45 in the House- may seem 
like a crushing defeat, but observers say 
there was actually better response to the bill 
than ever before. 
·The difference in the Senate was the pas-
sel of conservatives elected last November. 
They tipped the balance against the bill, and 
when it was obvious that it wasn't going to 
pass, a number of on-the-fence senators 
apparently opted for the safety of "no" 
votes. 
In the House, the support was actually 
unprecedented, both in numbers (the pre-
vious high on "yes"votes was 41) and in the 
tone of the debate. There was no odious 
nomophobia this year. Instead, there was a 
90-minute debate in which supporters far 
outnumbered opponents. One representa-
tive even came out to her colleagues as the 
mother of a gay son. 
But the sense of progress during the civil 
rights debate was tempered when evidence 
-
of deep-seated homophobia surfaced dur-
ing discussion of the proposed harassment 
bill. 
Originally, the harassment bill was de-
signed to protect members of minority 
groyps- those who are most frequently the 
targets' of violence and harassment. The bill 
listed one's real or perceived "race, color, 
sex, ethnic background, nationality, coun-
try of origin, religious belief, age, sexual 
orientation or disability" as the characteris-
tics in need of special protection. 
There's no doubt the inclusion of"sexual 
orientation" led to drastic revisions to the 
bill. 
"It's sad but true that the entire list would 
have been accepted by numerous people 
except for the words 'sexual orientation,'" 
said Rep. Charlene Rydell of Brunswick. 
"The level of bigotry was so deep it was 
astounding," said another observer. 
The amendments stripped the list of 
minority groups from the bill, so all people 
will now be covered by the updated statute. 
It allows harassment victims to obtain court 
orders to protect them from their tormen-
tors, and mandates the state Bureau of 
Identification to document harassment in-
cidents. Rydell said she hopes provisions 
will be made to break down the statistics by 
minority group. She and others hope to 
accomplish that during the rule-making 
stage of the new law's implementation. 
Maine Lesbian/ Gay Political Alliance 
president Dale McCormick didn't see the 
overwhelmingly positive debate on the civil 
rights bill and the obvious prejudice during 
debate on the harassment bill as contra-
dictory. 
"It seems they have learned how to 
continued on page 9 
Air Force Honors Gay Mainer · 
Dick Harrison of Northern Lambda 
Nord 
_Loring Air Force Base, Maine has nam-
ed a local gay activist as the Non-
Appropriated Funds (NAF) "Employee of 
the Year" for 1986. Dick Harrison is the 
Chief Publicist for the northern Maine in-
stallation's Morale, Welfare, and Recrea-
tion Division (MWR). Harrison is a foun-
ding member of Northern Lambda Nord , 
a regional lesbian-gay organization which 
serves Aroostook County and neighboring 
New Brunswick communities. He is cur-
rently NLN's Director and newsleter 
editor. 
Harrison says that he has been very open 
about his sexuality. ''Atone time I shared 
an office with a woman who had her hus-
band 's and son's photos on her desk. I 
figured , why couldn't I do that, too?!'' His 
partner's photo now hangs on the wall by 
his drafting table . 
. "I'm from 'away' and don't have fami-
ly here. so it's easier for me to be out. 
There's only one local TV station here, and 
I've been on four programs over the past 
few years, talking about gay issues." 
Northern Lambda Nord, a seven-year-
old organization , has been on area radio 
news reports and in the local paper after 
the Caribou Chamber of Commerce 
returned a $75 donation the gay group had 
made towards construction of " Welcome 
to Caribou" signs. Though specifically re-
quested it be included , reference to Har-
rison's involvement with NLN was pur-
posely omitted from the Air Force base's 
newspaper's article about his selection as 
Employee of the Year. 
Denman Case Continues; 
Receives National Publicity 
by Fred Berger 
Rose Mary Denman's attempts to remain 
within the Methodist Church as an openly 
lesbian minister will culminate with a 
chuirch trial in early fall. Denman, who 
lives in Portland r was granted her request 
for a trial when she met with the Executive 
Session of the New Hampshire Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church in late May . Because Denman is 
the first minister to challenge the church's 
recent decision to prohibit gay and lesbian 
people from being ministers , the case has· 
attracted national media attention. 
The procedure used by the church for 
trying a minister is similar to civil pro-
ceedings. Currently a committee similar to 
a grand jury is completing its investigation. 
They then will issue a decision similar to 
the indictment a grand jury would issue . 
Within 120 days a trial must be held . 
At the church trial the opposing sides 
will each have a Methodist minister as 
counsel to argue their side of the case. 
Defendants may have a lawyer present to 
advise the counsel but the lawyer may not 
speak publicly at the trial. Everyone pre-
sent at the trial must be a member of the 
Methodist church. Media people are per-
mitted at the trial , but they too must be of 
th,e Methodist faith. 
For her counsel Denman has chosen 
Rc!v. John MacDougal . Her lawyer _will be 
Bc!tsy Cozden, who has worked on the 
New Hampshire foster care issue. A 
bishop will preside at the trial and a jury 
of thirteen clergy will hear the case. These 
ministers will be from New Hampshire , 
where Denman last served as a minister , 
if enough unbiased people can be found . 
If not, some jury members will come from 
Maine. 
Denman has found several prominent 
theologians to testify on her behalf. One 
witness will be Viginia Mallonkott, author 
of ls the Homosexual They Neighbor? , 
who will testify on her theological perspec~ 
tive on homosexuality. Mallenkott will 
argue that homosexuality is not contrary 
to Christian teachings. Also testifying on 
Denman ' s behalf will be Burton 
Throckmorton of the Bangor Theological 
Seminary and Marvin Ellison, a professor 
of ethics at the same seminary. 
Although Denman believes that it is not 
possible to win her case, she hopes to make 
an important political statement. She says, 
"It would be a miracle if I won . The jury 
would have to say that they disagree with 
the law of the church. " The church law 
which prohibits homosexuals from being 
ministers was enacted at the church's 
General Conference in 1984 . It will be 
reconsidered at the 1988 United Methodist 
General Conference and Denman believes 
that transcripts of her trial will be used 
when the issue is reconsidered at that time. 
To publicize her cause Denman sent 
press releases to local media and the 
Associated Press . To her surprise, the AP 
picked up her story. As a result she has 
been interviewed by The Boston Globe, 
The New York Times , T.ime Magazine , and 
The Advocate . She has been contacted to 
appear on the "Phil Donah1,1e Show" later 
this summer. A planned appearance on 
"Larry King Live" was pre-empted when 
King interviewed Jirn Bakker instead. Den-
man feels th;it the media response has been 
very positive : "They have been super 
responsible , shown a great deal of integri-
ty . Even the Manchester Union Leader 
published the AP story without any · 
editorial comment," she said. 
Denman has received ''wonderful let-
ters" from Methodist clergy and laity all 
over the country . Although she received 
one tape titled "Deliverance From 
Homosexuality, '' she has gotten no hostile 
letters . When Denman was purchasing the 
local newspaper the cashier at the super-
market checkout looked at the front page 
photo and said, '·'That's you isn't it?" As 
Denman braced for a hostile remark , the 
clerk said simply, "My brother is gay." 
Denman has found the publicity both 
wearing and exhilarating. She spent as 
many as six hours a day on the phone with 
media people for a period of several 
continued on page 3 
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Re~ of the Pink Triangle? 
In Germany they came first for the 
Communists, and I didn 't speak up 
because I wasn't a Communist. Then 
they came for the Jews, and I didn i 
speak up because I wasn i a Jew. 
Then they came for the trade union-
ists, and I didn't speak up because I 
wasn't a trade unionist. Then they 
came for the Catholics, and I didn't 
speak up becauseJ was a Protestant. 
Then they came for me, and by that 
time no one was left to speak up. 
Martin Niemoeller 
Our federal government has taken the 
first steps towards mandatory HIV anti-
body testing. Admittedly they are limited 
steps, but they carry the potential for 
mandatory testing on a larger and larger 
scale. Be advised, this is not like any other 
medical testing. In no other situation is 
there such opportunity for abuse and dis-
crimination. Mandatory testing will not be 
confidential nor will those tested be pro-
tected. We must pay attention now. 
President Reagan has called for manda-
tory HIV testing of federal prison inmates 
and foreign citizens applying for perma-
nent United States visas. He also called for 
"routine" testing of other groups at the 
discretion of the states. Armed forces 
inductees are already being tested and it is 
likely that applicants for other federal pro-
grams will have to take the test if they are 
not being required to do so already. There 
is obviously a strategy of adding more and 
more tested populations until reaching the 
only stated objective-determining how 
widespread the virus has become. 
If that is the objective, the plan makes 
no sense. Results will not necessarily be 
accurate or up-to-date, and people at risk 
for the virus will hide rather than submit to 
any government-mandated test. And, bil-
lions of dollars will be spent on an ulti-
mately unwieldy program that targets mil-
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lions of people who are not even at high 
risk. Where's the reasoning? 
Reagan will expect the states to follow 
this ill-advised lead. Although there is no 
indication that Maine is gearing up to do 
that, we must be sure it doesn't happen. 
The Maine Bureau of Health's position of 
supporting voluntary, inforn1ed testing 
and extensive education is commendable 
and should be encouraged. They must also 
resist recommendations for mandatory 
testing and proposals with mandatory test-
ing strings attached. Let's not be taken in 
by the federal government's flawe~ logic. 
Let's not be taken in by their irrational 
emotionalism either. Lip service has been 
paid to caring about yictims and people at 
risk but action has not been taken. The 
lack of initiative is appalling. Many helpful 
research, education, and testing programs 
could be in place by now. Instead we end 
up with fear and without hope because 
politicians have gotten emotional about 
the problems and not the solutions. There 
seems to be a tendency toward just finding 
someone to blame. 
Congratulations to the Maine Legisla-
ture for their more productive approach. 
A statute requiring written informed con-
sent for HIV antibody testing has been 
passed. A half million dollars has been 
authorized for education and services re-
lated to AIDS. It's a good start, and hope-
fully only a beginning. 
Mandatory testing could become the 
most debilitating issue ever to face our 
community. It holds mind-boggling poten-
tial for infringement on our civil rights as 
gay men and -lesbians as well as the rights 
of others. We must recognize this and edu-
cate our families, friends, and legislators. 
We must help create better solutions than 
the federal government is offering. We 
must work to protect all populations from 
mandatory testing or we will regret it later. 
(BS) 
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The following are copies of letters sent 
, to the AIDS Project from Maine's congres-
sional delegation in response to invitations 
to the May 25 candlelight vi~il and 
memorial service. We are reprinting them 
in Our Paper for the information of our 
readers. · 
Statement of Senator George J. Mitchell 
AIDS is a disease for which there is no 
known cure, for which the prognosis is 
death, and which strikes unpredictably and 
silently across age groups , class lines and 
national borders. 
Our laws are written for the protection 
of the public health against diseases 
definitive in time - diseases for which the 
period of contagion is known, definite and 
short-term, not for diseases which are 
potentially transmissible through0ut a 
lifetime. 
Until the advent of this disease, modern 
societies were unfamili~r with · the 
possibility of plague. Yet, with AIDS, the 
entire world faces what could be the plague 
of the 20th century. 
Six years after the disease was first for-
mally recognized, ten years after its initial 
manifestations were recorded and in-
vestigated, governments are just beginn-
ing to respond. 
When the leaders of the world's seven 
industrial democracies meet in Venice, two 
weeks from now, AIDS will be on the 
agenda, along with currency exchange 
rates, Third World debt and nuclear 
missles . 
Next month, from Quito, Ecuador, the 
Pan-American Health Organization will 
transmit by satellite a hemispheric con-. 
ference on AIDS, at which the ministers 
of health of our-hemisphere will meet to 
begin dealing with the public health pro-
blems caus¢ by this death . 
And in Congress, serious debate is final-
ly under way. But we need more than 
debate. We need research, we need educa-
tion, we need assistance for those stricken, 
we need compassion. 
The testimony of history is evidence that 
the fear, the anxiety and the hostility our 
own society has manifested in the face of 
AIDS is neither ,unexpected nor unusual. 
It is the •miversal response of human 
societies faced with deadly disease. · 
But the other side of that picture is the 
heroism, the compassion, the caring that 
so many have showed to the victims 
throughout these tragic episodes, as so 
many are doing today in the.case of AIDS, 
It is on that spirit of caring that we must 
construct a public · policy and an interna-
tional attack against this common enemy 
of all humanity. 
May 21 , 1987 
Thank you so much for your kind invita-
tion to attend the AIDS Candlelight 
Memorial Service and Vigil. Unfortunate-
ly, because of a scheduling conflict, I will 
be unable to attend. 
. ! would like to praise the efforts of you 
and your fellow volunteers to call atten-
tion to AIDS and the devastation it causes 
to its victims and their families. 
Open acknowledgement and discussion 
of AIDS is a critical step in educating the 
public about this grave national health risk 
and means of prevention. 
We need to puli together to fight this 
terrible disease. Thank you for your efforts 
and your compassion . 
;• ':(' 
Sirtcer'ely, 
Joseph E. Brennan 
Member of.Cojigress 
I • •1 • 
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May 20, 1987 
Thank you for your kind invitation to 
participate in the AIDS Candelight 
Memorial Service and Vigil in Portland on 
May 25 , 1987. Regretfully , I will be 
unable io attend . However, I appreciate 
you thinking of me and would like to ex-
press my best wishes for your service and 
vigil. 
Like you, I am deeply concerned over 
the spread pf AIDS and the suffering it has 
inflicted on thousands of people in this 
country and around the .world. I believe it 
is essential that research continue in order 
to prevent the spread of the disease and to 
discover a cure, and that education pro-
grams be instituted to increase the 
knowledge and understanding of this 
disease. · 
On April 9, · the House of Represen-
tatives adopted a budget resolution which 
includes $970 million in budget authority 
for AIDS. This includes $550 million for 
research, $350 million for prevention, and 
$70 million for treatment and drug testing. 
This total is $436 million more than the 
Administration's request. Although the 
budget resolution is nonbinding, it does 
show congressional intent to increase fun-
ding in order to fight this disease. 
Again, thank you and best wishes . 
Dear Friends: 
Sincerely, 
Olympia J . Snowe 
Member of Congress 
2nd District , Maine 
I am sorry that I could not be with you 
tonight. However. I wanted to let you 
know that I share in your sympathy for 
those who have suffered from AIDS and 
in'your concern for the dangers that this 
disease threatens. 
AIDS is nothing short of a disaster. Its 
etiology, its latency, and its stigma con-
spire to make this · disease the un-
precedented public health menace that it 
has become. Current trends portend that 
this disease could overwhelm our health 
care system and strain public resources . 
However, we must not allow this disease 
to overcome our values, ethics, and 
compassion. ~ 
I do not know what the nation's - or 
the world 's - answer to the AIDS 
epidemic can be. I do not think that anyone 
has a ·very good answer yet. A few years 
ago, the disease virtually did not exist. We 
have learned a great deal since and are still 
learning. I join you in hoping and praying 
that the world learns the secret needed to 
stop and to cure this disease. 
Thank you for responding with concern 
and compassion rather than fear to the 
plight brought on by this dread disease. 
· Sincerely, 
William S. Cohen . 
United States Senator 
Dear Our Paper, 
We would like to thank all the people 
who made the Portl~nd Pride Day march 
the outstanding success that it was. And 
especially Michael Rossetti for the incredi- . 
ble work he did to make Portland Pride day 
posible. Without his leadership (and his 
obsession . for driving from Boston to 
Portland) it would probably never have 
happened . · 
Alan Trautmann 
J,red Berger . 
~.- :~ 
:, 
-The Vultures Pounce 
Dear Our Paper: 
As lesbian women and gay men of faith , we condemn the actions of the New Hamp-
shire Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church in-dismissing Reverend Rose 
Mary Denman from the clergy. Ms. Denman was "defrocked" not for any failure in 
her ministry, not even because she is a lesbian, but because she is open, candid, and 
honest about being a lesbian. The rule under which Reverend Denman was defrocked 
is an example of the demonic power of homophobia. The clergy of every denomination 
includes "practicing homosexuals;" to pretend otherwise is to ignore reality . To say 
that one's sexuality is more important than a vocation to ministry is tragically wasteful. 
The religious response , in this case the Christian response to the honest affirmation 
of minority sexuality by an effective minister would be to take a principled stand and 
ask the whole demonination to reconsider this outmoded and inhumane rule. 
It should come as no surprise that clergy include at least the statistical norm of ten 
percent gay or lesbian members . In this , clergy are no different from lay people. To 
encourage hypocrisy by requiring that lesbian and gay clergy choose between represen-
ting themselves authentically and remaining in the ministry imposes an intolerable burden 
of conscience. 
The United Methodist Church in America should restore Reverend Rose Mary Den-
man to the ministry immediately and take up the removal o(this odious rule as soon 
as possible. The Methodists are not alone in this, but are now offered an opportunity 
to move out of the dark ages and into an era of enlightened Christianity. Other denomina-
tions have ·faced these issues or will soon face them. The Universal Fellowship of 
Metropolitan Community Ghurches , the Religious Society of Friends, and the Unitarian-
Universalist Association stand alone as organ~ed religious bodies in actively suppor-
ting ministry by lesbian women and gay men. We offer our hopes and our prayers that 
the other' religious communions may find their way into a godly affirmation of God-
given sexuality . · 
Member groups: 
Am Tikva, Boston's Community of Lesbian and Gay Jews 
Boston Unitarian-Universalist Gays and Lesbia·ns 
Gay People in Christian Science 
Dignity/Boston, Inc . (Roman Catholic) 
Dignity/Integrity of Central Massachusetts (R.C./Episcopal) 
Friends for Lesbian and Gay Concerns (Quaker) 
Seventh Day Adventist Kinship International , Inc. 
Lutherans Concerned/New England 
Metropolitan Community Church of Boston 
Unitarian-Universalist Association Office 
_ of Lesbian & Gay Concerns 
"What are you doing with my· blood??' 
Dear Our Paper: 
As of this writing, LD 1490, which requires 
" written informed consent" for HIV testing 
has been enac ted in both the House and 
Senate. All that is left is McKernan ' s 
signature. But this is just the beginning . As 
this legislation was debated in the Human 
Resources Committee, more and more stories 
about . people being tested without their 
knowledge were being told. 
What does all of this mean? It means that 
we have a right to know what will be done 
with blood that is drawn from our veins or 
the veins of our loved ones : It means that 
anyone who is taking a blood sample that will 
eventually be tested for HIV-antibodies is re-
quired by law to provide complete informa-
tion about the test, the testing procedure, and 
the implications for either a positive or 
negative test . 
But do remember, if you are seriously con-
sidering having the test performed , for 
whatever reason, go to the alternative testing 
sites where informed consent and anonymity 
is guaranateed. Because with this disease and 
this type of information, we can't afford to 
take chances . 
P.S. Sutherland 
by david lee philips 
The modem version of ''The King has 
fallen, long live the King," was recently 
heralded from the press and national news 
media. A popular scion of the Charismatic-
Pentecostal world was toppled from his 
pedestal. Immediately, his competitors 
pounced upon him, clutching, grabbing, 
and pulling until they wrenched his 
189-milllion-dollar-empire from his hands. 
His hand-picked successor supplanted 
the board of directors with new personnel 
of his own selection, reminiscent of 
feudalistic kings who slaughtered the 
families and even the remote kin of the 
conquered. As in all wars, this Holy War 
had a winner and a loser. The victor 
emulated a former Soviet Premier in that 
he won without firing a shot. Others ig-
nited the volleys · which brought his 
ministerial colleague crashing down, 
dashing him upon the rocks. The weapons 
in this war weren't firearms, bombs, or 
nuclear warheads. Neither were they the 
joustiog bars, shields, bows and arrows , 
and swords of antiquity. More powerful 
weapons were used , such as accusations 
supported by and sprinkled with particles 
of truth , malicious suggestions without 
foundation , and outright lies. 
But this oracle of the Almighty , this 
champion of the " true" faith , has 
previously ope.rated in this fashion. He 
spews out his generic brand of religious 
persuasion in irascible quantities , which is 
his privilege. He personally attacks the gay 
community and cajoles others to follow his 
Judith Lippa, MSW 
Lie. Clinical Social Worker 
Counseling 
& 
Psychotherapy 
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• Couples 
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• Groups 
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example. He egotistically sees himself as 
lord and master of the universe. To 
assume, however ,. that his rigorous re-' -
quirements should be applicable to, and ac-
ceptable to everyone else is an unadultrable 
folly. 
One recalls that he tore an ac-
tress/singer's life asunder by using her as 
a tool to spread his message of hate 
throughout the country . Under his tutelage · 
she was fired from her performance con-
tract with the Florida Citrus Commission . 
Her marriage was ripped apart and she lost 
custody of her children as a result of her 
demonstrations, ·marches and other anti-
gay activities . Some years later she con-
tracted with an Atlanta T. V. channel for 
a show which was cancelled after the first 
episode due to negative public opinion. 
Where are the demonstrations of 
forgiveness and compassion? How many 
more will he destroy before he himself 
takes the plunge? Where are the skeletons 
in his closet? Could they include personal 
gay encounters? One wonders . ''Brutus, 
at times, me thinkest thou protesteth too 
much," wrote Shakespeare. 
Denman 
continued from p(Lge 1 
weeks . But Denamn has found the ex-
peri~nce empowering as well . ''I have 
never been an activist before,'' she says , 
''but it feels empowering , not scary. 
Speaking up for yourself and others feels 
good. " 
Denman is concerned that she has not 
received support from other gay and !es~ 
bian Methodist ministers in New Hamp- -
shire and Maine. She believes they may be 
afraid that her actions will start a witchhunt 
or that she will "name names ." Denman 
insists that she is not interested in1nvolv-
ing others in her fights unless they chopse 
to be involved. "I think there is a lot of 
fear · among gay and lesbian Methodist 
clergy ," she said, "but I think we can be 
our worst enemy by forcing the issue 
underground." 
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Portland Pride Day 
June 6, 1987 
by T. Smith 
One of the destructive ways that op-
pressors maintain control over minorities 
is to take away their voice; when we 
reclaim our voices, we harness a power-
ful force. Often the first breakthrough 
toward acceptance of a gay or lesbian iden-
tity centers around words - perhaps the 
telling to family or friends, writing in a 
diary, or reading in a book a thought about 
same-sex love which we identify with 
enough to claim for ourselves . Thus, it 
seemed appropriate to begin the Portland 
Gay Pride '87 weekend with oral presen-
. tations, an evening devoted to "The Sound 
of Our Own Voices." 
About 40 Portland Pride '87 participants 
and supporters gathered in the lounge of 
the Unitarian-Universalist Church on Fri-
day night, June 5th, to kick off the first an-
nual ~ortland Pride weekend. Billed as "an 
evening of sharing the lesbian and gay ex-
perience," or what I call a "speak out, " 
the gathering included about three hours' 
worth of planned presentations and im-
promptu testimonies from gay men and les-
bians and our friends. 
Michael Rosetti, the primary mover 
behind gay pride in Portland, emceed this 
historic event, which began with a presen-
tation by Ann Ma&uire of Boston, liason 
between Boston gay and lesbian communi-
ty and Mayor Flynn. She enlightened us 
with the story of the Stonewall riot, which 
first fueled the gay rights movement 18 
years ago. Our other speakers and per-
formers were: Dorothy Scott, a fine musi-
cian who performs and records her own 
work locally; three articulate members of 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays; 
Sadhbh (pronounced "Sive") Neilan, who 
encouraged us with an uplifting paraphrase 
of her speech given at the civil rights hear-
ing held in Augusta on May 11th; and, 
Dale McCormick, president of MLGPA , 
who entertained us with a detailed report 
on the stauts of political' issues so dear to 
the heart of our community. 
The restless audience then had a chance 
to participate, and I took that opportunity 
to send two fledgling poems off into the 
world for the first time: "out, L ut!" and 
"womyn hunt." 
A lesbian mother testified to the 
challenges of gay parenting - the revela-
tion to her daughter of her identity, the 
daughter's easy acceptance, and the 
'threatening attitudes of schoolmates and 
society which both parent and child must 
contend with. One participant announced 
a T. V. program about AIDS showing that 
night. Another asked about getting helium 
for parade balloons, which promoted 
Michael to explain further pride weekend 
events , including the march through town 
the n~xt day and a B-B-Q at Fort Williams 
planned for Sunday; and an employee with 
the Department of Human Services and ac-
tive member of the gay community inform-
ed us about HIV testing plans for the Job 
Corps program in Maine. To close the 
evening, we received an inspiring message 
from Michael Rosetti, after which we 
munched cookies and mingled to delightful 
piano music . 
Participating in Portland Pride '87 
lessened my own homophobia and inspired 
my greater acceptance of my lesbian iden-
tity . The weekend celebrated the gather-
ing of a community that cares; it was a 
coming out which showed our people and 
the larger Maine community that gay men 
and lesbians are visible with dignity, seek-
ing justice and the freedom to enjoy our 
lives to the fullest. To each of us, gay and 
lesbian pride presents this challenge: that 
we find the courage to create a safe world 
wherein we can love as we will and 
cultivate the lifestyles that bring fulfillment 
to our lives. 
. ' 
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Caribou Survey Shows Support for Civil Rights 
A req,ent survey of Caribou Chamber of 
Commerce members reveals support for 
an amendment to the Maine Human 
Rights Act to include lesbians and gay-
men. The poll, conducted by Northern 
Lambda Nord, the regional lesbian-gay 
- organization, questioned Caribou busi-
nesses as to their acceptance of gay em-
ployees and their support for a non-
discrimination clause in the Human Rights 
Act to protect gay people from discrimi-
nation. 
The questionnaire revealed that 53% of· 
respondents answered "yes" to the ques-
tion, "Do you support a non-discrimina-
tion policy in !!mployment to protect 
gaymen and lesbians from job discrimina-
tion in the State of Maine?" 
"Though the support was not over-
whelming," noted Dick Harrison, director 
of Northern Lambda Nord, "it shows that 
a majority of the respondents feel that a 
gay civil rights law is necessary." 
In response to a related question, "As-
suming he / she is a good worker, would 
you continue to employ someone if you 
discovered he/ she were gay?", gay em-
ployees would be fired by 37% of Caribou 
Chamber members responding. "Again," 
Harrison continued, "this demonstrates 
the need to include gaymen and lesbians 
in non-discrimination legislation. Gay 
people in Caribou and throughout Maine 
can be fired merely because of their God- . 
given sexuality. More than a third of 
Caribou employers would fire someone 
so"iely because he or she was gay." 
Though the majority of Caribou busi-
nesses responding support gay civil rights 
and would continue to employ gay 
workers, 53% do not welcome patronage 
by lesbians and gaymen. "I find this 
strange," said Harrison. "Our money is as 
green as the next fellow's. It doesn't seem 
very smart business to turn away cus-
tomers!" 
Three questions relating to recent con-
, flicts with the Caribou Chamber of Com-
merce all supported the Chamber's con-
tinued exclusion of NLN as a bona fide 
group in Caribou. Respondents were op-
posed to NLN advertising in the annual 
Winter Carnival booklet (58% no; 42% 
yes), against including NLN's name in the 
Chamber's list of area clubs and organiza-
tions (58% no; 42% yes), and against 
accepting Lambda's money towards the 
"Welcome to Caribou" signs (53% no; 
47% yes). 
Complete survey results are available 
_by contacting Northern Lambda Nord at 
Box 990 in Caribou, or calling the Gay-
Lesbian Phoneline at 498-2088. 
The following businesses DO NOT want patronage from lesbians and gaymen: 
Jay Auto Parts Pulmonary Support Services 
Albair Hard':Vare Cyr Construction Company 
Jerry's Flying Service David Smith, dentist 
Darrell Adams Hairstyle County Optical 
Chadwick BaRoss, construction Paul Bates Subaru 
Red Ball Potato Company Aroostook County Federal Savings and Loan 
Hugh Kirkpatrick, attorney Ray Harmon & Sons, auto repair 
The following businesses WELCOME patronage from lesbians and gaymen: 
Eva's Bookkeeping & · Ogden Small, optometrist' 
Secretarial Service King Henry Motel 
Anderson Beverage Company H. Collins, physician 
Mahoney-Morrell Construction Ennis Company, piping/culverts 
Oriental Mart Levesque Office Supply 
Miller's Discount Store Roy Boone, dentist 
The surveys are available at the Lambda Office if anyone woultl like to see them. 
,\ 
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Results of Survey of Car_ibou Businesses 
In early May, NLN sent a questionnaire to 182 Caribou-area businesses, members of 
the Caribou Chamber of Commerce, to gauge their attitudes towards gay people. The 
survey included a ·cover letter which explained the purposes and activities of this 
organization; the six-question survey was pre-addressed and stamped to make it as easy· 
as possible for people to respond. Twenty-seven surveys (14.8%) were returned (as of 
June 3rd). The questions asked were: 
(]) Do you welcome patronage by area lesbians and gaymen? 
(2) Assuming he/she is a good worker, would you continue to employ someone if 
you discovered he/she were gay? 
(3) Do you support a non-discrimination policy in employment to protect gaymen 
and lesbians from job discrimination in the State of Maine? 
(4) Should Northern Lambda Nord's paid advertising be included i,:i the annual 
Caribou Winter Carnival booklet? 
(5) Should Northern Lambda Nord be included on the lis_t of Caribou-area clubs and 
organizations? 
(6) Should Northern Lambda Nord's donation for the Caribou welcome signs have 
been accepted? 
The responses to each question (yes/ no/ no answer- na) are as follows (in 
percentages): 
} .,..-·44%y 2-54%y 3-48%y 4-37%y 5-37%y 6-41%y 
52% n 34% n 48% n 59% n 59% n 56% n 
4% na 10% na 4% na 4% na 4% na 3% na 
The majority of respondents (56%) would not fire someone who is gay. Support for a , 
gay civil rights bill was split, 48-48%. The majority supported the homophobic posi-
tions of the Caribou Chamber of Commerce (questions 4-6). And as for wanting gay 
money, only 44% welcomed our patronage; more than half (52%) did not want our 
business! (listing follows). 
A space for comments on the survey yielded mostly negative ones; samples: 
" ... Chamber's actions were appropriate! ... goal of the Chamber is to attract & 
welcome newcomers ... establish this area as "Gay Capital" of Northern Maine is 
neither welcome nor popular .. . resent organized efforts to promote your lifestyle. Do 
your own thing, but don't flaunt it to the public .. . not acceptable when you try to force 
you~· lifestyle on those not interested .. . don't want their children biasly influenced away 
ll.QJJl social norms ... don't agree with teachers who share the Gay W~ys, as their 
influence can misdirect young persons from normal social conduct." (Jay Auto Parts) 
"Hope you all get AIDS" (ERA Advantage Real Estate) 
"Go back to your closet or get out of town!!" (Albair Hardware) _ 
"You go your way-we will go ours" (Betty B. Drake, Jerry's Flying Seryice) 
" ... not normal behavior, and we disagree with its being promoted as such ... 
perverted · .. . morally wrong ... opposed to very pure law of God concerning sexual 
behavior. The Bible absolutely condemns it. We're sorry, but we cannot support your 
goals." (Miller's Discount Store) . 
"Your organization promotes perversion. So furthermore should stay in the closet. 
Fagets(sic)do not deserve any rights!! P.S. If God would have wanted you to be queer 
he wo,uldn't have given you the same organs!" (Darrell Adams Hair Stylists) 
"The AIDS epidemic is alive and well thanks to people like you. In a short while, we 
should be rid of the likes of you. I only regret that innocent people will succumb to your 
gross misconduct. You have my sympathy." (Chadwick BaRoss, construction) 
The person who responded from County Optical drew a large hand with extended 
middle finger. · 
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Live Free or Die-U1ttless You're Gay 
New Hampshire Foster Care Update 
by Elze 
While Maine's anti-gay.'lesbian foster 
care bill died under the hammer after 
receiving a unanimous "ought not to pass" 
report from the Human Resources Com-
mittee, New Hampshire's gay and lesbian 
community was not so lucky. 
On May 7 , amid homophobic diatribes 
reminiscent of Maine's earliest legislative 
debates on gay civil rights, the New Hamp-
shire House of Representatives passed 
202-155 an amended House Bill 70 pro-
hibiting gay men and lesbians from becom-
ing foster and adoptive parents. Governor 
John Sununu signed the legislation on May 
26. As originally written, the bill also 
sought to prohibit gay nien and lesbians 
from operating day care centers. 
The House vote followed an advisory 
opinion issued two days earlier by the state 
Supreme Court questioning the constitu-
tionality of the day care provision, but 
postulating the probable constitutionality 
of the foster care and adoption 
prohibitions. 
promise to support committee reports. 
' 'They went back on that promise in this 
case," he said, also noting that House 
Speaker W. Douglas Scamman stepped 
down from his seat to vote with the ma-
jority of the House. 
Justices Issue Split Decision 
In considering the applicability of equal 
protection laws, the justices wrote, 
''Homosexuals do not constitute a suspect 
class, nor are they within the ambit of the 
so-called 'middle tier' level of heightened 
scrutiny." In addition, they cited the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in Bow'!rs v. 
Hardwick which asserted that "no fun-
damental right exists · to engage tn 
homosexual sodomy' as well as the 
absence of any right to adopt, to foster 
parent, or to operate a child care agency . 
The standard against which to measure 
the bill's constitutionality , therefore, 
becomes whether or not the legislation ra-
tionally relates to a legitimate governmen-
tal interest. The court, in essence, ruled 
Supreme Court Requests that the state has a legitimate interest in 
Supporting Data limiting, to the extent possible, the number 
of children growing up to be gay · - or 
The House had specifically asked the lesbian-identified, and in promoting 
court to advise on whether the bill violated heterosexuality among the population. 
equal protection and /or due process Asserting that parents are the primary 
"Placing a child in a homosexual's home is like putting 
a pound of roast beef in a cage with a lion. You know it's 
going to get eaten.'' 
- Sen. Jack Chandler (R-Warren) (Concord Monitor) 
In discussing a bill he sponsored to make it a felony for gay people to donate 
blood, Chandler suggested an amendment "to allow a homosexual to donate blood 
if he donates all of it." Chandler added, "If he wanted to give all his blood, boy 
I'd be willing to let him;'' 
This same senator was quoted in the Union Leader as having said, during delibera-
tions on declaring Martin Luther King, Jr .'s birthday i,n official holiday, "l:Je 
was evil, immoral ,and caused riots everywhere he went." 
clauses of the U.S . and New Hampshire 
constitutions, as well as rights of privacy , 
freedom of association, or any other con-
stitutional provision. 
Two months earlier, the Supreme Court 
declined to give ail opinion , asking the 
House to first define homosexual and pre-
sent the factual basis explaining the con-
nection between homosexuals and lack of 
fitness to be a foster or adoptive parent or 
day care operator. 
In requesting a definition , the five 
justices asked , "Should homosexual be 
limited to those currently engaging in 
physical homosexual practices; should it 
apply to any person who has ever at any 
time engaged in such a practice or could 
it apply to a person who considers himself 
or herself to be a homos~xual but who has 
never committed a homosexual act?" 
The defintion returned to the court by 
the House read: "A homosexual is any 
person who performs or submits to any 
sexual act involving the sex organs of one 
person and the mouth or anus of another 
person of the same gender." 
House Rejects Majority Report 
On April 2 , despite a majority report 
from the Judiciary Committe asserting the 
lack of a nexus between homosexuals and· 
harm to foster children, the House, in what 
Rep. Steve Cahill CD-Concord) calls a rare 
occurence, rejected the report 225-115 , in-
stead certifying and forwarding to the court 
a minority report signed by three commit-
tee members. The minority report stated , 
'' As a matter of public policy , the provi-
sion of a healthy enviomment and a role 
model for our children should exdude 
homosexuals .. . fro m partici pati ng in 
goverment-sanctioned programs of adop-
tion , fos ter care and day care.'' 
Cahill, the Judiciary Committee member 
who authored the majority report , to ld Our 
Paper the House leadership reneged on a 
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role models for children, the justices 
stated, " Given the reasonable possibility 
of environmental influences, we believe 
that the legislature can rationally act on the 
theory that a role model can influence the 
child 's developing sexual identity." 
But the justices, in a move applauded by 
some gay and lesbian activists, decided dif-
ferently when deliberating the role of day 
care operators . "We are not satisfied that 
the (role model) theory would provide a 
rational basis for a blanket exclusion of all 
homosexuals from being day care center 
operators or other non-full time child 
caretakers," they wrote . · 
Court Advises Against Job 
Discrimination 
-Significantly , the justices not only em-
phasized the ' ;noncontinuous nature of the 
provision of day care servies , ' ' but com-
pared it to the noncontinous 'lature of the 
supervision of children by teachers , a jux-
taposition some activists equate with an 
assertion of the unconstitutionality of job 
discrimination. 
''That the justices compared it to 
teachers was no accident and enormously 
significant," says Marcus Hum, Professor 
of Law at Franklin Pierce Law Center and 
spokesperson for New Hampshire' s 
Citizens Alliance for Gay and Lesbian 
Rights (CAGLR). "I think the Supreme 
Court was very plainly saying foster care 
and adoption are it in terms of the kinds 
of discrimination they will countenance . ' ' 
Though the court could ' 'waffle later on 
if pushed into the wrong kind of case with 
a lot of pressure ,' · he said . " the opinion 
subtlely and backhandedly says the state 
cannot legislate job discrimination.' ' Hum 
added, "If day care and teaching are off-
limits fo r discrimination , then damn near 
anything you can think of is off-limits.' · 
The elimination of the day care clause 
was particularl y remarkable, says Hurn . 
given the "very conservative , very 
Re:publican'' composition of the court and 
the fact that other states take the opposite 
position when it comes to gays and.lesbians 
working with children . 
Basically agreeing with Hurn, Cahill 
said of the opinion, "It certainly carved 
out an area of protection for day care 
workers which includes, by implication , 
teachers ." 
Hurn also believes the opinion reflects 
the courts acknowledgment of people's. 
fears of a witch-hunt against gay/lesbian 
family · 1aw and custody cases out of the 
Supreme Court because of the potential for 
damage a bad ruling could have," said 
Kevin Cathcart, the executive director of 
the Boston-based Gay and Lesbian Ad-
vocates and Defenders. 
However, Cathcart, Musinsky and 
others are concerned about the spillover ef-
fects of both an anti-foster care/anti-
adoption backlash spreading beyond New 
England's boundaries and, at the same 
time, of a bad high court decison. 
"Realistically, if just New Hampshire 
will be affected, it might be better for us 
'' A homosexual is a sodomite. You know what that means. 
Who wants children raised by those kinds of people?" 
- Rep. Mildred Ingram (R-Ackworth), sponsor of House 
Bill 70 (The Keene Sentinel ) 
teachers , social workers and health care 
professionals . " They put the quietus on it 
with the turn of a phrase," Hurn said. 
Ellen Musinsky, Assistant Professor of 
UlLW at Franklin Pierce Law Center and a 
funding member of CAGLR, less generous 
towards the court than Hurn, commented , 
• 'They just couldn't deal in their little 
heads and hearts with the image of a child 
in the next room thinking about what 
Mommy and Mommy are doing in bed 
together." Musinsky felt relieved , 
however, that the justices dido 't buy ' 'the 
whole package of lies and myths about gay 
mien and lesbians ,'' as they essentially sup-
ported a gay person 's right to work around 
children. 
''Too many people staked too much on 
the Supreme Court opinion ," Hurn says 
wiith frustration , reflecting on the final 
hours spent within the halls of the 
Statehouse. Hurn believes legislators, the 
media and.many of the bill 's opponents, 
as well a& 'proponents , ultimately viewed 
th,e opinion as an endorsement and "gross-
ly misinterpreted'' the vote which sent the 
bill to the court for the advisory opinion. 
According to Hum, many opponents of 
the bill voted with the majority to request 
an advisory opinion, some reacting against 
a perceived attempt by theJudiciary Com-
mittee to gag the sponsors, others wanting 
to see the courts response to the arguments 
for the bill . ''Their vote did not mean they 
supported the bill , " Hurn said , "yet the 
Union Leader reported that the House 
overwhelmingly favored the sponsors and , 
unfortunately , everone parroted that line." 
to just sit back and take it, but my instincts 
tell me we're just the first," Musinsky 
said. ·•1 think similar laws will pass in 
other states." . 
Cathcart particularly worries about the 
potential consequences of a bad high ~ourt 
decision on child custody cases, since 
custody law is so varied and tenuous across 
the country and the sexual orientation of 
gay/lesbian parents usually becomes an 
issue in court. · 
Homophobia Shocks Some Allies 
Meanwhile, folks in New Hamsphire are 
healing their wounds and preparing fo( the 
next legislative session. 
"I think some of the straight people who 
helped us took it harder than we did , par-
ticularly when they heard the tone of the 
debate ," Hurn told Our Paper. "Millie 
(Ingram) was foul-mouthed . Many of the 
straight people never experienced this kind 
of wild , hate-based pr:ejudice and refusal 
to listen." 
The nature of the comments surprised 
Cahill . "Ingram said homosexuals were 
only raising their own rheat," Cahill ex-
plained, "and Dan Healy went into a really 
lurid account of homosexuals 'discharging 
their precious bodily fluids into the mouths 
of babes. ' The hatefulness of the remarks 
really shocked me." 
But Hurn feels optimistic about the 
chances of passing gay civil righti; legisla-
tion in the next session, possibly a narrow-
ly focused bill prohibiting discrimination 
in .governmental employment. 
" By the time of the final vote on House 
''In contrast, the noncontinuous nature of the provision 
of many day care services, like the noncontinuous nature of 
the supervision of children involved in teaching, for example, 
weakens the role model rationale to the point that we are 
unable to say that the bill is constitutional as to child care 
agencies other than foster family homes.'' 
- From· the majority opinion of the New Hampshire 
Supreme Court on the constitutionality of House Bill 70. 
Lawsuit May Follow 
When a broad coalition of lawyers 
litigating on gay and lesbian rights across 
the country convenes in San Francisco in 
July , the New Hampshire situation will be 
high on the agenda. There , legal founda-
tions such as the American Civil Liberties 
Union. the Lesbian Rights Project. Gay 
and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education 
Fund , Custody Acti on for Lesbian 
Mothers. and National Gay Rights Ad-
vocates wi ll consider the various ramifica-
tions and possibil ities of challenging the 
New Hampshire law in federal court. 
But reaching a decision will be ·difficult. 
· ' It has been the best thinking of our legal 
communi ty for a number of years to keep 
Bill 70, the 155 people who stood up for 
us believed they were casting a public vote 
for a lost cause," Hurn said . "That's a 
fairly solid base. If they ' ll vote against a 
foster care bill , they're all rock solid on 
any other gay rights issue. 
And many of those 155 legislators are 
furious right now at the Union Leader. 
True to form , the . Granite State 's most 
powerful , most conservative and most 
homophobi c newspaper has been 
publishing the names, county by county 
over several weeks, of all the legislators 
who, as Hum paraphrased, " put the selfi sh 
interests of homosexuals ahead of the 
needs of New Hampshire' s children .'' 
''The experience.'' Hurn said', ''has 
moti vated people who I think will now be 
around for us fo r a long time.' ' 
' 
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Another Ritual of Womanhood: · 1. Take a friend with , if you prefer. Sometimes, if we' re nervous , we may 
forget to ask an important question or we 
may be unable· to advocate for ourselves. 
Haviing a friend along can make you feel 
more relaxed and more supported. 
The Pelvic Exam 
by R.J. Bass 
It is often said that lesbians are notorious 
for avoiding gynecological check-ups. 
While many lesbians do go for routine 
physical exams, a large number do not. 
This is not really surprising, nor does it 
indicate that lesbians are massively 
neurotic about getting check-ups. Most 
people do not relish medical examinations; 
the reasons most women seek gynecologi-
cal attentions are the needs for contracep-
tion and prenatal care, which are much less 
common for lesbians. Many doctors , 
nurse-practitioners , and women's health 
care specialists say that most of their les-
bian clients come in for diagnosis and treat-
ment of vaginal infections or because they 
are seeking artificial insemination services. 
eludes any use of birth control , especially 
what methods you may have used and if 
you have ever had any problems with birth 
control use . (A good health care provider 
will not make assumptions about whether 
a client is a lesbian or · not, and will not 
make assumptions that a lesbian has or has 
not been sexually active with men.) The 
medical history will also include a sexual 
history that covers any experiences with 
sexual abuse or rape, painful intercourse 
or penetration, bleeding during or after 
sex, and , if you have had sexual inter-
course with men, the age of your first 
heterosexual intercourse experience. 
Other information covered on a medical 
history includes your history of sexually 
transmitted diseases, urinary tract infec-
tions, vaginal infections, pelvic infections, 
surgery, allergies, and use of medication. 
It will also cover your use of alcohol, 
drugs, and cigarettes and a description of 
your home life and~our job, including any 
occupational or environmental exposure to 
toxins or stressful conditions. The me<,lical 
history also includes your personal history 
and your family's history of reproductive 
and gynecological disorders, genetic (in-
herited) disorders, circulatory disease 
(stroke, high blood pressure, heart attack), 
2. Don 't hesitate to speak up and ask 
questions . If it is your first pelvic exam , 
say so. If the exam is rough or painful , be 
sure to mention it. If the exam feels rush-
ed, ask the clinician to slow down. 
3. Make sure the clinician is telling you 
what s/he is doing throughout the exam, 
as well as explaining the purpose of each 
procedure and what you should expect to 
feel. 
A pelvic exam generally includes an ex-
amination of the vulva; an internal exam 
of the vagina and cervix, using a speculum; 
a bi .. manual (two-handed) internal exam; 
and for women over thirty-five, a recto-
vagiinal exam. 
Before having a pelvic exam, you should 
empty your bladder by urinating. When 
exanlining the vulva, the clinician will first 
check visually for irritation, discoloration, 
swelling, bumps, skin lesions, size and 
adhesions (scarring) of the clitoris, hair 
distribution , lice, and unusual vaginal 
discharge. S/he then checks intemally with 
a finger for cysts in your Bartholin's 
Glamds or pus~like discharge from the 
Skeme's Glands. The clinician will ask if 
. you ever lose urine when you laugh or 
cough; this is a sign of uterine prolapse 
( collapse of the uterus into the vagina) or 
rectocele or cystocele (hernia of the rec-
tum or bladder) . 
Lesbians are statistically at lower risk for 
cervical cancer and sexually transmitted 
diseases , but at slightly higher risk for 
breast cancer , endometriosis, uterine 
cancer and ovarian cancer. Many gynecol-
ogical disorders can exist for years without 
symptoms. For this reason , it is suggested 
that in the absence of any previous or cur-
rent health problems (DES exposure, abs · 
normal pap smears, pelvic inflammatory 
disease , herpes , venereal warts, etc .), les-
bians should ·probably have a breast exam 
annually and a pelvic exam every one to 
three years. (And all women should per-
form a breast self-exam every month ,) 
. diabetes, cancer' and mental illness. Next, the clinician inserts a speculum in-
to your vagina. The speculum is an instru-
ment that looks like two duck-bills on a 
handle. It allows for the inspection of the 
inside of the vagina. If the speculum is 
warm and inserted gently , it shouldn't be 
painful. If you feel tense, which isn't un-
connnon, the clinician will have to go more 
slowly and help you relax first . S/he may 
suggest that you take deep, slow breaths. 
. There are several options available for 
obtaining a good gynecological check-up. 
Consult local gay/lesbian or feminist 
organizations (check college campqses) for 
referrals. Feminist hciilth centers and farfu-
ly planning clinics usually provide non-
homophobic, educational, gentle, and pro-
woman exams. Sometimes, you can find 
a private practice physician or nurse-
practitioner who is sensitive and comfor-
table about lesbian life and health care. The 
key to finding the right health care provider 
- is to be an active consumer. This means 
knowing what to expect, asking questions, 
and not being afraid to shop around for 
your health care. 
A gynecological exam consists of several 
components: a medical history ; some sim-
ple tests · and screening procedures; a 
physical exam of the heart. lungs, and ex-
tremities ;_ a breast exam; and a pelvic exam. 
The medical history is a· description of 
your present and past health and the health 
of your family. The history should include 
a description of your menstrual periods, in-
cluding when your periods first began , 
their frequency , duration, and amount of 
flow , the length of your cycles , and any 
cramps, discomfort, or irregular bleeding. 
The medical history also covers whether 
you've ever been pregnant, including the 
number of abortions ,, miscarriages , 
stillbirths and deliveries that you 've had , 
any complications during an abortion or 
pregnancy, labor , or delivery , or post-
pregnancy problems . The history also in-
ECOLOGY HOUSE 
The medical history is extremely impor-
tant. It provides the early clues for many 
health problems, as well .as giving the 
client and health care provider a good pro-
file and a_ssessment of the client's health 
and risks. M~dical histories should be uP-: 
dated at each 'visit, or at least annually, and 
should include any current questions, com-
plaints, or concerns that you may have. 
Generally, a check-up will include a 
reading of your blood pressure. This is the 
only way to check for hypertension - high 
blood pressure - which is completely 
without symptoms and is knmyn as ''The 
Silent Killer.'' Your weight and pulse will 
also be taken. 
If you are experiencing any symptoms 
of anemia (iron deficiency), you should 
have your finger pricked for a hemoglobin 
or hematocrit test, which will indicate your 
blood's iron content. If you have a family 
history of diabetes, you should have your 
urine 'screened for the presence of sugar. 
If you' re having any bladder infection 
symptoms , your urine should be cultured 
for bacteria. 
When the clinician performs your exam, 
s/he will listen to your heart and lungs with 
a stethoscope and s/he will probably feel 
your thyroid gland (in your neck) and your 
arms and legs. This checks for glandular 
and circulatory disorders. 
Next, a breast exam is performed. (For 
a detailed discussion of the breast exam, 
see Our Paper, December, 1985 .) 
The last part of the check-up is the pelvic 
exam. Here are some suggestions for mak-
ing a pelvic exam as comfortable as 
Once the speculum is in, it holds the 
walls of the vagina open. The clinician will 
examine the vaginal walls for lesions, in-
flammation, and unusual discharge and 
will check your cervix for discharge, signs 
of infection, lesions, discoloration, or 
growths. · 
S/lhe will then take a Pap smear, which 
tests for cancer of the cervix. This is per-
formed by inserting a thin wooden or 
plastic spatula into the cervical os (open-
ing) and twirling it a few times to remove 
cells from the endo-cervical canal (the in-
ner portion of the cervix) . The cells are 
smeared on a microscope slide and then the 
slide is sprayed with a fixative. This slide 
will be labeled and sent to a cancer screen-
ing lab for a reading. 
The clinjcian will also take a gonorrhea 
cultuire by inserting a cotton-tipped ap-
plicator into the cervical os for a few 
seconds , then removing the swab and 
smearing a culture plate. The plate is in-
cubated for forty-eight hours. and then 
observed for the growth of gonorrhea . 
A chlamydia culture may also be pre-
pared in much the same mariner as the 
gonorrhea culture. Cervical cancer , gonor-
rhea, chlamydia can all exist without 
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symptoms , so screening for these condi-
tions should be a routine part of a pelvic 
exam. 
During the speculum exam, you may 
feel pressure in your bladder or rectum. 
If you are uncomfortable, the clinician can I 
try a different speculum, You can see your 
own cervix if the clinician holds a mirror 
between your thighs for you while the 
speculum is still in place. (It is also possi-
ble for you to perform a self-exam of your 
vagina and cervix. Some clinics and health 
care centers sell plastic speculums so 
women can exanline themselves at home. 
Have the clinician show you how to insert 
the speculum, open it, and use a flashlight 
and mirror to see the inside of the vagina 
and find the cervix. You can also follow 
the instructions in The New Our Bodies, 
Ourselves.) 
If you have signs or complaints of a 
vaginal infection, the clinician will take a 
cervical mucous or discharge sample, us-
ing a cotton-tipped applicator, before s/he 
removes the speculum. The clinician will 
view the sample under the microscope in 
order to diagnose the specific vaginal 
infection. 
After removing the speculum, the clini-
cian will put on a rubber glove and put a 
little lubricating jelly on two fingers of one 
hand. Next s/he inserts the fingers into the 
vagina while placing the other hand on 
your lower abdomen. By pressing down on 
your ab<lomen and manipulating with the 
internal fingers, the clirucian can locate 
your uterus, ovaries, and fallopian tubes, 
. and s/he can determine the size, shape, and 
consistency of these organs. S/he can also 
locate any unusual growths, tenderness, or 
pain. This part of the check-up, known as 
the bi-manual exam, is usually painless, 
but it can be uncomfortable, especially dur-
ing the manipulation of the ovaries. Any 
sign of severe discomfort, tenderness, or 
pain can be a symptom of a problem, par-
til:ularly an inf~tion. Pregnancy can also 
be determined by a bi-manual exam if per-
formed after the sixth week of gestation. 
To perform the recto-vaginal_exam; the 
clinician will insert a lubricated, gloved 
finger into the rectum, and another 
lubricated and gloved finger into the 
- vagina. This enables the clinician to check 
on the tone and alignment of the pelvic 
organs and the ligaments which connect 
them. The recto-vaginal exam also helps 
to detect rectal lesions and it tests the tone 
of the anal sphincter muscle. You may feel 
like you have to move your bowels during 
this exam, but it is just a reaction to feel-
ings of pressure in the rectum. 
A little knowledge about what to expect 
at a gynecological exam can make the ex-
perience a lot easier to take, if not actual-
ly pleasant. When this knowledge is com-
bined with active health care consumer 
I 
skills, a lesbian's health can only improve. 
The best resource on women's health care, 
gynecology , and pelvic examinations is 
The New Our Bodies, Ourselves, by the 
Boston Women 's Health Book Collective . 
It is available for a donation of five or six 
dollars. Another good book is Lesbian 
.Health Matters! by the Santa Cruz 
Women 's Health Collective (250 Locust 
Street , Santa Cruz , California 95060). 
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The Best, The Brightest, and The Other 
The first regular session of the I 13th Maine Legislature has come to a close. Maine's 
gay and lesbian community did not fare very well. 
A coalition of organizations and individuals, and a clear-thinking Human Resources 
Committee, effectively squashed the anti-gay/ lesbian foster care bill initiated by the 
Christian Civic League of Maine. But the gay and lesbian civil rights bill was defeated in 
both the House and the Senate. 
And though the harassment bill passed in amended fo rm- a victory for which the 
Maine Lesbian/ Gay Politicai Alliance should feel very proud, the homophobia dis-
played by our elected representatives was shameful. Some legislators claimed the bill 
sought "gay rights through the back door," an absurd notion, obvious upon any clear 
reading of the legislation. The only way to save the bill was to delete the entire list of 
victim characteristics (i.e., "real or perceived race, color, sex, ethnic background, 
nationality, country of origin, religious belief, age, sexual orientation or disability"). 
What is abhorrent is that from all reports, the bill would have passed in its original 
form if "sexual orientation" had been deleted from the list, and that the maj 'lrity of 
legislators did hot even deem homophobic violence an area worthy of data coJJection. 
Certain moments during the floor debates of the I 13th will forever be remembered in 
the an(n)als of legislative history. We certainly won't soon forget Rep. Harland Bragg's 
conversation with God (nor will his colleagues), nor Sen. Robert Dillenback's words of 
placation to the gay and lesbian community telling us we're fortunate that we're not 
If a contest had been held , Rep. Harland Bragg (R-Sidney) would have won thumbs 
down for his four-star conversation with God: 
'' As has been noted, this sometimes can be a difficult issue to address. As I thought 
it through, I had to realize that my position was firm. In deciding what I was go-
ing to say, I woutd like to present this to you in the context of a conversation bet-
ween myself and God. "Hey God, this is Harland." "Yes, what can I dQ for you?" 
" Well, you see, I have got a question." " That's good, what is it?" "It' s that Gay 
Rights Bill, it is back in the legislation again. " "Yes I know - now what is your 
problem?" "It is just - what can I say that won' t offend people and still express 
how I feel?" " Are you concerned about offending me or the people down there?" 
" Well, naturally I wouldn' t want to offend you." " Okay, we are over that hur-
dle, the rest should be easy." "But, what should I say?" " Just say that my law 
is perfect." "What do you me~n by that God?" "Why not. check the manufac-
turer's handbook- I have given you a list of things.to do. If anyone follows them, 
they will have a happy life. I have also given you a list of things not to do 
remember?" "Yes, I remember. But why are there things that we shouldn't do? ': 
"That is really quite simple, those are things that will give you trouble in your 
life. I have given everyone the freedom to choose but I have told them tbe results 
of !hat choice." "Wow, that is kind of rough God." "Yes it is but being in the 
legislature, you should understand why it is that way." " Why do you say that 
God?" "Let's put it this way,-you have rules to govern yourself in the legislature, 
don't you?" "Yes." "Now let me ask you a question - what would it be like if 
no one paid any attention to the rules and everyone did just what they thought 
was right?" "Aside from Speaker Martin getting mad, there would just be chaos, 
I guess." "That's right, now you are beginning to understand. You see there are 
situations where the peace and harmony of the legislature and its ability to con-
duct its business has to be more important than the desire of a few to disrupt it.'' 
"I've got it - you are saying that, as a legislator, I have to be concerned about 
each individual but yet my greatest concern has to be for the peace and harmony 
of our society as a whole, and I should remind people that if we don't follow your 
rules of good conduct, then you might bring down the gavel like Speaker Martin 
right?" "That's right." "Hey God?" "Yes Harland." -"How many gavels hav~ 
you broken?" 
"I rise before you this evening with just a bit of fear and trepidation, a little 
quiver in my voice perhaps. · I have had any number of people recommend to me 
that I sit by and remain silent on this issue but they know, as I do, that I come 
from as conservative a district as perhaps most, if not all, of you do. But I know 
that we are not here to ensure our own reelection. I know that we are not here 
just to create a little kingdom unto ourselves ... Ifanything, we are stewards of this 
seat in the hall of this House and we are called upon to do what we believe to be 
right ... 
For me folks, I find that what is immoral is the degradation of the human spirit 
and the intolerance that we allow ... 
I would urge all of you to vote with me and vote with our absent brother, 
Representative Connolly." 
Rep. Dale Thistle (D-Dover Foxcroft) 
"L.D. 602, 1$ays that we, as a state, should no longer tolerate, accept and sup-
port discrimination, harassment and violence against those people in the state of 
Maine who are gay or lesbian. It is as simple and straight forward as that. It is 
civil rights; it's basic decency; it is taking the. spirit of our Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights and really testing the spirit of that document. Particularly if you 
personally have a very difficult time with accepting someone who is gay or les-
bian. Particularly if you reject that lifestyle personally. It is those times when we 
are called upon and truly tested on how we truly feel and to what degree we believe , 
in the Constitution of this country and the fundamental principles in which this 
country was founded ... So, I stand before you today in support of civil rights, 
fairness and decency. I stand before you in the spirit of this country and the Con-
stitution. I stand before you presenting you a clear documented need for protec-
tion for these citizens, protection that L.D. 602 will afford." 
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-Sen. Tom Andrews CD-Portland) 
( 
systematically killed by the state in this country. Nor will we forget Rep. Francis 
Marsano's homophobia-fueling testimony against the harassment bill. 
What should also be remembered , however, are the eloquent statements made by 
supporters of the MLG PA-initiated bills. Those testimonies are the ones most likely to 
be forgotten by the majority of people. (After all, it's not every day the media gets a 
chance to print a direct quote from God.) So we have printed excerpts below .. 
The senators and representatives who spoke for the civil rights bill on the floor of their 
respective chambers did so proudly, and with earnestness, passion and warmth: 
We thank all the men and women who spoke from the heart 9 n May 27- Rep. Marge 
Clark, Rep. Pat Paradis, Rep. Bill O'Gara, Rep. Gerard Conley, Sen. Tom Andrews, 
Sen. Joe Brannigan, Rep. Charlene Rydell, Sen. Paul Gauvreau, Rep. Maria Holt, Rep. 
Harlan Baker, Rep. Brad Boutilier, Rep. J im Handy, Rep. Cushman Anthony, and 
Rep. Dale Thistle; 
We wish we could excerpt all their statements. We can't, but below you will find a 
sampling. We've also printed some of "the others." We thank the supporters of L. D. 602 
for being our aJJies in our struggle for human justice and dignity. We will not forget. 
(Elze) 
(A t the time Our Paper went to press, the transcripts of the House and Senate debates 
on L. D. I 787 (the harassme~t bill) were not yet available. Our Paper hopes to include 
exc'!rp ts f rom those debates zn next month '.s issue.) 
Sen. Tom Andrews, the prime sponsor 
of' the gay civil rights bill , L.D. 602. 
' 
L.D. 602 co-sponsor Rep. Charlene 
Rydell. · 
" As you are all aware, I have a 
daughter of whom I am very proud, she 
is 15 months old. Yes, we can hope that 
she will have a good education and yes, 
we can hope that she will live in a state 
with clean air, clean water, a solution to 
landfill problems, we can hope that 
th~re will be economic developement 
that will provide her with all kinds of op-
portunities. But I would say to my good 
· friend a couple of seats away from me, 
Representative Begley, that in all of 
these situations, hope just simply isn't 
enough. If for no other reason, I want 
to be assured that, if my daughter is gay, 
that she is not discriminated against . .. If 
there is no other reason for voting for 
this legislation, it is simply for the 
children." 
- Rep. Jim Handy (D-Lewiston) 
One of the most thought-provoking 
statements: 
"I stand before you to say that I do not 
believe that this legislation before us 
needs to be in our statutes. I am sorry 
to say that discrimination does exist for 
this group iind others. Would I like to 
see it done away with? I most certainly 
would. But I do not believe this is the 
step we need to take and I urge you to 
vote yes on the pending motion." 
-Rep. Jeanne Begley tR-Waldoboro) 
'.'T~is bill is clearly' a .matter of simple 
Justice and equal rights, but it has been 
clouded year after year, after year, by 
fear, and obscene interest in human sex- · 
uality and prejudice - those three 
monsters that hurt human beings in 
their spirits and their souls. 
I wish we could do what is right with 
this bill today, not what is easy. But I 
fear I am going to have to go home this 
evening and tell my gay friends, and my 
gay son,· that we did not." 
- Rep. Maria Holt 
continu.ed on page 9 
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And the grand prize for voicing what others dare not say goes to Sen. Robert Dillen-
back of Cumberland County: -
"What is the issue? The issue is fairness. Do not the people out there have a 
right? They have rights, too, and their concern is that if it is against my religion 
to accept this forum, I have a right not to live in the same house with that person. 
I have a right not to hire that person. I have certain rights, too ••• I accept their 
concerns. This bUI has not passed in the the past. It has been here every year. 
Talk about rights, we have more rights in this country than anybody in the world. 
Some countries kill homosexuals.'' · 
A little problem with denial, ·sen. Dutremble? 
''Most of the people of this state accept everybody. When I walk down the halls 
of the State House, I don't look around and ask myself what the sexual preference 
of anybody is. It does not make any difference. I will not support this simply on 
the fact that I just don't believe that it belongs in the Human Rights Act. If you 
look at the other items that are included on that, it is not the sort of thing that 
should be included. 
Then I hear remarks from the good Senator from Cumberland, Senator Dillen-
back, who talks about not hiring people because of homosexuality or not living 
with people in the same home or apartment because of homosexuality, then I real-
. ly get disturbed. We are talking a~ut people. I will be opposing_this;but I would 
hope that Senator Dillenback opposes it for the same reason and not for those 
discriminatory reasons." -- Sen. Dennis Dutremble (D-Biddeford) 
Legislative 
continued from page 1 
- behave on the civil rights bill," she said. 
"This was a new issue involving gay people." 
McCormick characterized some of the 
reaction to the harassment bill as "primi-
tive." One representative reportedly pointed 
at the words "sexual orientation," and mim-
icked a limp wrist. 
Other results of the session included: 
- The defeat of an anti-gay foster care 
bill. After all 13 members of the Human 
Resources Committee voted "ought not to 
pass," it was killed without debate. 
- An appropriation of $500,000 for 
AIDS education and client services. The 
education money will pay for school and 
community-based programs. Additionally, 
$65,000 over and above the $500,000 was 
appropriated for general, statewide AIDS 
education. 
- Passage of a bill requiring written 
informed consent to be obtained before test-
ing for the HIV antibody. It passed without 
floor discussion upon the unanimous recom-
mendation of the Human Resources Com-
mittee. 
- Establishment of a high-risk insur-
ance pool to serve the needs of people with 
AIDS, as well as others unable to obtain 
health insurance privately due to existing or 
past medical conditions. 
- Extension for another year of the 
prohibition on insurance companies asking 
applicants whether they have been tested for 
the HIV antibody. (However, as in the past, 
insurance companies can require applicants 
to be tested as a condition of obtaining 
coverage.) 
- Withdrawal of a bill that would have 
required health care providers to notify 
Emergency Medical Technicians .if some-
one they had transported was diagnosed as 
having AIDS. 
Examining Attitudes 
On the foster care issue, the swift and 
decisive defeat almost certainly didn't reflect 
a broad consensus among lawmakers that 
it's unfair to prohibit lesbians, gay men and 
single people from becoming foster parents. 
The Human Resources Committee's 
leadership was critical to the bill's defeat, 
observers said. Had there not been unanim-
ity against the bill in committee, an entirely 
different scenario may have unfolded when 
it went to the floor. 
One observer, who asked not to be 
named, is "absolutely sure" the foster care 
bill would have passed if it had been 
deoated on the floor. The observer's belief is 
based on the homophobia that showed 
itself during the discussion · of the harass-
ment bill. · · 
But to the members of the Human 
Resources Committee, who heard both 
sides at the public hearing, homophobia 
apparently took a back seat to repulsion at 
the proponents' unveiled detestation of les-
bians and gay men, and the bill's implica-
tions for all single parent families. -
"The committee members saw the hatred 
in their (proponents') eyes," the observer 
said. 
McCormick credited the bill's defeat to 
"a little bit of luck, and a lot of work by the 
National Association of Social Workers, 
and us, and child welfare workers." 
She concurred with the belief that the 
bill's defeat doesn't reflect how lawmakers 
feel about lesbians and gay men being fos-
ter parents, and she's certain a similar bill 
will be introduced in the I 14th session. 
Between now and then, she said, Maine 
people and legislators need to be educated 
so they'll understand "traditional families" 
are not even the numerical norm in Maine, 
much less the preferred foster care setting 
for aJI children. 
The response to AIDS bills was better ..,-
than ever, which Rydell attributed to 
greater understanding of the issue by . . 
lawmakers. 
"People recognize this is a crisis and it 
can't wait," she said. "The average repre-
sentative and senator now recognizes that 
AIDS is a very serious problem that affects 
their constituents." 
Inclusion of the major AIDS appropri-
atio111s bill in Governor John McKernan's 
Part: II budget signaled bipartisan agree-
ment that AIDS funding was a priority, 
Rydell said, and on non-monetary bills, 
lawmakers followed the recommendations 
of the Human Resources Committee, 
which had followed the recommendations 
of the state AIDS Advisory Committee. 
Human Resources 
Committee Lauded 
The Human Resources Committee 
earned the respect and appreciation of 
many with its thorough, even-handed treat-
ment of some potentially explosive issues. 
McCom_iick said it was obvious com-
mittee members educated themselves about 
AIDS, which made an enormous dif-
ferepce. 
"AIDS isn't something you can read 
about in People magazine and then make 
public policy," she said. 
P,erry Sutherland, a social worker who 
serv,es on the AIDS Advisory Committee, 
said Human Resources Committee mem-
bers listened carefully to testimony at hear-
ings and reacted visibly to what they 
heard . They "were outraged" when they 
were told people had been tested for the 
HIV antibody without their knowledge, he 
. said, and responded by backing a strong, 
consumer-oriented written informed con-
sent bill. 
The Human Resources Committee also 
was praised for its handling of the foster 
care bill. That issue could easily have 
become hysterical if the committee ignored 
the testimony of child welfare experts, 
observers said. 
Judiciary Committee 
Less Impressive 
The Judiciary Committee heard both 
the civil rights and harassment bills, and 
reviews of its performance were mixed. 
Members of Judiciary split 7-6 on the civil 
rights bill, with the majority voting "ought 
not to pass." That surprised activists, who 
predicted after the public hearing at least a 
majority, if not a strong one, would back 
the bill. " 
No one seemed to understand why more 
Judiciary Committee members didn't sup-
port the bill, especially after a hearing that 
demonstrated broader-based support than 
ever before, and opposition only from the 
right wing religious fringe. 
"It's personal fear," one State House 
insider said. 
The committee's chairs, Sen. Joseph 
Brannigan of Portland and Rep. Patrick 
Paradis of Augusta were vigorous support-
ers. Sen. Paul Gauvreau of Lewiston, and 
Reps. Gerry Conley Jr. of Portland , Dale 
lhistle of Dover-Foxcroft, and Dan W,ar-
ren of Scarborough were the other sup-
porters. 
Oddly enough, though, one of the Judi-
ciary Committee's "no" votes on civil 
rights was an outspoken aovocate of the I 
harassment bill. Rep. Connie Cote of 
Auburn even attempted to calm the fears 
of those who called the harassment bill a 
"back door ,to civil rights" by saying she 
would not be backing the harassment bill if 
that were true, as she was opposed -to the · 
civil rights bill. . 
Another Judiciary Committee member, 
. Rep. Frank Marsano of Belfast, was an 
outspoken critic of both the civil rights bill 
and the original version of the harassment 
bill. The words "sexual orientation," he 
said on the floor of the House, were his 
problem with the bill. 
Marsano, who; in another note of irony, 
was a sponsor of the informed consent bill, 
apparently took some heat from colleagues 
for injecting homophobia into the floor 
debate on the harassment bill. His response 
was to help amend the bill, and the version 
that passed, however watered down in 
terms of recognizing the special problems 
of minorities, would not have been worked 
out without him, McCormick said. 
As in every discussion about a legislative 
session just completed, politicos naturally 
end up talking about what the future 
holds. The consensus among activists and 
supportive legislators is that the lesbian/ 
gay community has a lot of work to do. 
Not surprisingly, the main task seen by 
all is to elect people who support full equal 
rights for all people. 
Rydell said it is critical for gay people to 
get more involved in electoral politics than 
ever before. 
"I hope the gay community takes a very 
active part in the campaign next time, 
more than just giving money," she said. 
Visible support- stuffing envelopes, 
driving candidates around, making phone 
calls, and doing other detail-type work 
that is vital to any successful campaign-is 
the route for lesbians and gay men to take, 
Rydell said. · ~ 
"It's hard, and it's time consl,lming, but 
it's the way," she said. 
McCormick, too, believes in serious 
campaign involvement. She -also thinks 
lesbians and gay men must continue to 
build coalitions with other minority groups. 
She said it was important that a wide var-
iety of organizations representing minori-
ties was involved in the harassment bill. 
The coalition approach demonstrates the 
commonalities between lesbians and gay 
men and others who are not part of the 
white, male power structure, she said, and 
that is the key to its effectiveness. 
Rydell and McCormick also agree that 
there is growing respect for the lesbian and 
gay community, if not always agreement 
with its aims. MLGPA is seen as a hard-
working organization that is organized 
and serious, and that's obviously a step 
forward . 
In sum, activists were pleased with the 
session, and expressed pragmatic optim-
ism about the future . 
"There was more movement (toward 
favoring lesbian and gay issues) than ever 
before," McCormick said. 
"I take the bittt:r with the sweet, and J 'm 
glad we had some sweet this year," said 
Sutherland. "Civil rights will come." 
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Sex and the State: On Pornography, Feminism and Censorship 
An Interview with Canadiar1 Femi.mst Varda Burstyn 
by Elze 
"What, for lesbians and gays, does the 
Ontario (human rights) legislation mean 
when prior censorship of films and all 
materials coming through customs active-
ly attacks our right to our own imaginative 
sexual territory? Without that territory, gay 
and lesbian people cannot exist as a 
collectivity.'' · 
- Varda Burstyn, speaking at the "Put-
ting Canada Customs on Trail" rally in 
Tornoto, January 22, 1987. . 
· (Rites, May 1987) 
Two years ago this month I attended the 
Seventh Annual Conference of the Inter-
. national Gay/Lesbian Association in 
Toronto. While there, passing mention of 
a beast called the Ontario Censor Board 
sparked my curiosity. My questions and 
my growing interest lead me to John 
Greyson, a video artist, and Jearld 
Moldenhauer, the owner of Glad Day 
Bookshop in Boston and Toronto . Both 
- men agreed to be interviewed and they also 
pointed me in the direction of additional 
resources on the subject of censorship in 
Canada. 
"Watching Israel as a cou.ntry that 
started with the best of all possible aspira-
tions end up being an occupier in its region 
was always something that made me aware 
that you had to be pretty damn careful what 
steps you took politically , even though 
your intentions were good, because things 
could end up exactly the opposite of what 
you had hoped," she said. 
Burstyn views the feminist debate over 
pornography as "the single most complex 
jssue we've had to cope with in the 
women's movement" and, therefore , as 
"an enormous learning experienct-," pro-
viding the movement with a challenge and 
an opportunity to grow . 
The debate , she says, has often been 
acrimonious and heated because it deals 
with "two areas of great mystification" -
sex and the state, any discussions of which 
find people "coping with deeply felt emo-
tions and ideas regarding identity , belong-
ingness and wish-fulfillment.'' 
A name frequently mentioned and fre-
quently in print was Varda Burstyn, a 
writer on culture and politics, a teacher in 
film studies at Tornoto's York Universi-
ty, a radio broadcaster, a political theorist, 
and the editor of Women Against Censor-
ship, a collection of essays by Canadian 
and American feminists exploring issues 
of pornography, censorship, feminism and 
the .state. 
Burstyn represents what she calls a less 
well-known feminist current of thought on 
pornography (i.e. , the feminist anticensor-
ship current) , with the antipornography 
current considered the dominant feminist 
voice in North America and for years in-
correctly identified as the feminist voice 
on pornography. Canadian feminist Varda Burstyn 
Thus, when I heard Burstyn was to lec-
ture in Portland as a guest of the sociology 
and women's studies departments at the 
University of Southern Maine, I leapt at the 
opportunity to interview her. 
Now on leave from teaching while she 
travels , lectures, and completes a major 
project on sport and politics, "The Games 
Cultures Play, ' ' her first incursion into 
film, Burstyn made radio history in 1983 
with her CBC documentary "Public Sex." 
Like Radical Feminists who expound an 
. antipornographyposition, such as Andrea 
Dworkin, Sheila Jeffries, Susan 
Brownmiller, and Catherine MacKinnon, 
Burstyn believes violence against women 
is institutionalized in society. However, 
she departs from the Radical Feminists in 
her analysis of pornography and of the 
strategies femi"nists should utilize to pur-
sue the liberation of women. Neither does 
she embrace a strictly civil ·libertari; n 
view, as her analysis incorporates a radical 
critique of the state, capitalism and patriar-
r chy , and acknowledgment that much por-
nography is degrading to women. 
But Burstyn adamantly opposes censor-
ship as a response to pornography because 
subjective differences exist when people at-
tempt to define the term. "Pornography is 
demonstrations against sexist images and 
events; the decriminalization of prostitu-
tion; the expansion of sexual harassment 
legislation to cover the display of por-
nographic materials in workplaces; protec-
tion from discrimination for gay men and 
lesbians; expressive and creative sex 
education that validates eroticism and 
pleasure; expansion of programs for vic-
tims of rape and battering , ·as well as 
educational campaigns on these issues; and 
government subsidies for feminist and gay 
artisits and other cultural workers. 
But while Burstyn disagrees with the an-
tipornography feminists , she emphasized 
to her USM audience, ''I am not engag-
ing in any form of feminist bashing and I 
don't intend to encourage any such such 
thing," affirming that the issues raised by 
Dworkin and others are "important and 
legitimate and are grounded in a very deep 
concern for the welfare of women that I, 
as a feminist , share.'' 
~~- ~- · ·n1 
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job' was used on the AM network of the notmg that some ~eople find the very for me. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation,'' she de P iction of sexuahty and any represen- I had been active in a number of anticen-
laughed, as we sat in her room at the tation o~ nud\~Y degradin~ an~ abhorrent, sorship efforts in Toronto. Our provincial 
Portland Regency , adding, on a more and addmg, Sex education IS embattled censor board had taken quite an active 
serious note, ''The project was pretty all ~v~r the country because to many .~eo- orientation to repressing dissident or op-
damn good ." pie it s tantamount _to pornography · positional sexual voices . That meant cen-
The 4-hour program explored issues The mos.t compellmg aspect 0 _f he~ argu- soring mainstream films like Pretty Baby 
such as the development in Western culture ment .agamst stat~ censo~shtp 1~ her aJrld Tin Drum, coming down hard on a 
of sex into a commodity and commodities analysis of wo~en s status m relatto.n to festival called Canadian Images, one of the 
into sex, the liberal or "legitimate" sex the st_a~e. Ass~rtmg that ~omen constJtu~e fow festivals that regularly programs 
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sex education), and the nature and future control_ of the m~an~ of cul~r~I pro~u~tJon • spaces like a Space and The Funnel. 
of public discourses on sex. or ~oc~al coerc10~, and hv~ng wtthm a As a member of the board of Canadian 
A strong feminist , active since 1967 in cap1tahst and patn~rchal society. Burstyn Images , and as a person who taught film 
the Canadian women's movement, Burstyn se_es state censorship as a m~a?s to ma~n- and,was very concerned with the develop-
was born in Israel and lived there for a few tam the status quo . The states mterest hes ment of feminist voices - a plurality of 
years during her adolescence , her family not in eliminating the conditions which voices. not one voice, I was extremely con-
having moved to Canada when she was 7 really_ brutali_ze wo11_1en and men, such .as cerned about tendencies towards censor-
years old. The passion imbuing her · class mequahty , racism and homop~obta . ship and very upset about what seemed to 
political beliefs , particularly her views on Instead, Burst~n _cal~s for strategies to bi:! the dominant voice in feminism produc-
censorship, at least in part, comes from promote econo~c JUSttce for. wo?1en and img a dangerous and simplistic critique of 
growing up in a Jewish family very involv- youth; reproductive and. {?ro~t~ nghts f~r pornography which very easily underwrote 
ed with Israeli politics. women and sexual mmonties;., pubhc state censorship strategie~ . 
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Nevertheless , I did not want my life to 
be taken over by this issue and I didn't 
think I wanted to spend close to a year of 
my life putting together a book. 
But two events happened back-to-back, 
one on a weekend and the other on the 
following Monday . The first was a con-
ference of the Ontario Institute for Studies 
in Education sponsored by an antipor-
nography group called the Canadian Coali-
tion Against Pornography and Violence in 
the Media. It was a day-long conference 
and a political potpoui:ri of the most ex-
traordinary forces , from U.S. Surgeon 
General C. Everett Koop who gave on~ of 
the two keynote addresses - very much 
a Reaganite-take on pornography peppered 
with feminist rhetoric, to Andrea Dworkin 
who gave the other keynote address. 
Though I had been active around the issue 
of pornography in various ways for quite 
a long time, I never before had the oppor-
tunity to see Dworkin speak. 
I thought the alliance between the right 
and tli'is particular current within feminism 
was something · that was really- only a 
danger in the U.S. At this conference I saw 
it take shape and it really frightened me. 
I saw Dworkin's extraordinary demagogic 
mobilization of shame, hatred and fear. I 
use these terms advisedly. It leveled all 
ability to talk about different analyses , dif-
ferent strategies. Like a bulldozer it plow-
ed a swath through everything and in its 
wake nothing could exist except adherence 
to this particular view. 
The following Monday the Special Com-
mittee on Pornography and Prostitution, 
the Fraser committee, held its Toronto 
hearings . This committee had virtually the 
status of a royal commission and , in com-
parison to the Meese commission, was an 
exemplar of enlightened thinking both in 
feminist and civil libertarian terms . It was 
here I really heard the churches come out 
in full force. The United Church, in many 
ways a progressive force in Canada, had 
taken up the Dworkinesque line on por-
nography - pornography as a discourse 
of misogyny . 
There I saw the alliance of feminist and 
antifeminist forces coming together. When 
I saw that happening , and when , at the 
same time, I had been in fairly constant 
touch with Carol Vance and Ann Snitow 
whom I met because of shared concerns , 
and when it became clear that the Min-
neapolis ordinance was becoming the In-
dianapolis ordi~ance and was going to 
become and ordinance pressed throughout 
the United · States, it really was clear 
something had to be done. 
A publisher who was very concerned 
about censorship, Patricia Aldana, phon-
ed me in the wake of all this and asked me 
if I'd be interested in doing something. I 
said I would. 
The title, Women Against Censorship, is 
deliberately polemical and interventionist. 
The idea was to have something on the 
cover that immediately signalled to people 
the content of the political agenda - just 
like Women Against Pornography. 
Does the strict censorship in Canada 
reflect the way of thinking of the majori-
ty of Canadians, or is the governme~t 
out of step with the citizens? How does 
it compare with the United States? 
It's a complicated set of factors that are 
converging to produce this in Canada right 
now . Canada does not have a strong civil 
liberation tradition. The dominant political 
culture in Canada was influenced by the 
United empire Loyalists - people fleeing 
the American Revolution because they 
thought that under the rhetoric of ' ' liberty 
for all'' was a rampant individualism 
which had no .concern for community and 
certain kinds of values . · 
That tradition carried down to the pre-
sent is something we call "Red Toryism" 
because it sometimes expresses itseif'as a 
progressive kind of populism, concern for 
the community . It's the sort of thing that 
has allowed Canada to have socialized 
medicine even without a socialist govern~ 
ment. We also have a stronger tradition of 
labor politics because of the British model , 
so we have the New Democratic Party 
representing a mass left-wing party, 
whereas you don't have any such thing in 
the United States . We've had far better 
social benefits - · unemployment in-
surance, state education , a greater will-
ingness to distribute the wealth. The gap 
between the rich and poor in Canada is not 
because, they'd say, 'We want both sides ', 
to a question that had many more sides than 
two. 
There was a confluence between the an-
tipornography feminist perspective, its 
tendency to look towards state solutions, 
the very tough Roman Catholic and fun-
damentalist church position, and the in-
fluencing of the United Church by the 
feminist antipornograpahy perspective. All 
that led to a greater propensity to censor-
ship and a greater victory for those 
perspectives. 
In . addition to the provincial censor 
boards, we've had the introducti0n of new 
legislation coming down from Ottawa. The 
bill actually makes the Dworkin-
MacKinnon ordinance look good. That 
comes from a conservative government 
that is responding very specifically to the 
right wing of its parliamentary caucus, a 
wing with very strong roots similar to 
those of the Moral Majority in terms of its 
social policy. The Canadian government 
is giving a sop to this part of the caucus. 
They can't afford to give way to its 
economic policies. That would be going 
too far to the right. But socially they think 
they can do it. · 
All of these factors combine to make the 
Canadian situation quite bad - customs, 
obscenity legislation with criminal sanc-
tions, censorship of film ~nd video at the 
provincial board, and now Catherine 
MacKinnon has been in Toronto meeting 
with a number of women and soon we'll 
have the introduction of a new campaign 
at the municipal or provincial level of so-
called civil remedies against pornography . 
In the U.S. you have a different political 
culture. You have a strong civil libertarian 
tradition and a lot of feminists identify with 
that tradition. You have greater political 
vigilance on the part of these forces 
because of the electoral victories of the 
New Righ( and the Moral Majority in the 
past few years . In the U.S . once the 
feminist anticensorship perspective . was 
"I assure you, there's a lot of imagery I would like to ban. But 
you can't pick and choose that way when you have no control what-
soever over the enforcement apparatus." 
as big as it is in the United States . That 
tradition of Toryism is still committed to 
capitalism, but a modulated capitalism. 
But there is a tendency , particularly 
because Canada is such an enormous 
geographical span witb such a tiny popula-
tion , to look to the state to knit together 
an organized social life. We have a greater 
tendency to look to the state to intervene 
in social and political life than you do in 
the U.S. 
Within that context, and within a reform-
minded methodism, the kind of interven-
tion the antipornography feminists made 
hit fertile ground . Why? they talked about 
violence against women and danger to the 
community. They- raised a series of 
specters to which many people responded. 
In the absence of an equally strong feminist 
voice arguing against this position, a voice 
which has only emerged very recently, the 
antipornography feminist analysis hit home 
very hard. 
The Toronto Star, a major newspaper , 
did a national poll last September. They 
asked whether or not people thought.por-
nography causes violence against women. 
Sixty-four percent answered "Yes." That 
is a question that wouldn't have been for-
mulated in the same way ten years ago: 
That showed the direct impact of the 
feminist antipornography current. 
The tendency in Canada when something 
goes wrong is to look to the state to fix it. 
Issues of censorship arose without a civil 
libertarian tradition and without a strong 
oppositional voice from the left and from 
the women's movement, and with the 
media that loved the cat fight and circus 
aspect of a debate between somebody like 
Andrea Dworkin and Bob Guccione. This 
happened to us many times . We'd be told 
they weren't interested in having us on 
launched, it went big. They were able to 
connect with the American Civil Liberties 
Union and there was a progressive effort 
within the framework of the political 
culture to hold the thing back. So far it's 
been successful with respect to the 
Dworkin-MacKinnon ordinance. It's not 
so successful in terms of local obscenity 
ordinances and the suppression of sexual 
information. 
I understand sex education is a nonstarter 
in many states . It's very important to 
understand that phenomenon as part of the 
whole picture of sexual information. There 
have been attempts to get books like Our 
Bodies, Ourselves off shelves in various 
states . There are many instances of cen-
sorship, either overt or covert , direct or 
indirect , in the U.S., but you have a 
greater mobilization of progressive forces 
against certain forms of censorship. 
You also have a much stronger lobby of . 
the pornographers. That's a mixed bless-
ing. I think it's important to fight forms 
of censorship , but it's also true that cer-
tain kinds of commercial pornography 
which are sexist and objectifying in the 
fuller sense of the word - the way they 
use sexuality , corrimodify sexuality , 
fetishise certain kinds of sexuality - are 
problematic and very much a part of the 
mainstream sexual culture in the United 
States . . 
Why do you think some feminists ad, 
vocate for laws that we know would 
ultimately be used against the feminist 
and gay/lesbian communities? Do you 
think some feminists believe the state 
would ever act in our interests as women 
and as lesbians? 
Many women who have a feminist 
analysis may look at the state, a complex 
set of institutions, and see , at least in some 
branches and more so in Canada than in 
the U.S. , some willingness to try to deal 
with people's problems. If that woman 
does not also have a very radical critique 
of the social and economic arrangements 
in society, she will have a·certain faith in 
that state to bring about certain changes. 
Failing changes in other parts of society, 
particularly in the economic arrangements, 
she often has a very desparate wish for the 
state to act on her behalf. 
It's very hard for people to think that 
govenment simply does not represent 
them. If you come to that conclusion, 
there's only two alternatives . Either you 
really have to become a radical with all the 
social consequences, or you have to give 
up and become passive and cynical. It's 
very different to be a radical in cultures 
with very little tradition of radicalism. And 
with all due respect to the ideas of the 
American Revolution, that was a classical 
bourgeofs revolution. It was not a revolu-
tion of the oppressed in any way. There 
isn't a deep tradition of radicalism in the 
United States . .You don 't have, as people 
do in European countries and many coun-
tries of the Third World, socialist parties , 
communist parties , huge independent lefts , 
really militant social movements . The 
mainstream of American society has re-
mained very conservative in its political 
tradition. You have Tweeledum and 
Tweedledee, the Democrats and the 
Republicans . It's very clifficult for people 
to see how to be radical. Most people find 
it very difficult to sustain a relationship of 
marginality all their lives. 
So what you see with the antipor-
nography movement is a kind of Radical 
- Feminist analysis ("Male sexuality is 
violent. Pornography is the theory; rape 
is the practice. Rape is at the heart of 
patriarchal sexuality ; therefore, por-
nography is at the heart ofpartriarchal sex-
uality.'') coupled with a liberal feminist 
strategy ("Let's use the state . We have 
some faith in the state. We can work with 
the ~tate. ") That is what has hap~ned with 
feminists who look towards state solutions. 
I believe we should call on different 
levels of the state to take action with 
respect to sexual misery. In my last essay 
in the book, I talk about some of those 
things. For example, I think it's absolute-
·1y incumbent on the state to make condi-
tions for good sex education and I talk 
continued on page 12 
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about new model~ of sex education and 
how that can happen. I think it's absolute-
ly imperative that the Canada council for 
the Arts funds work by feminists and by 
gays that explores sexuality - artistic, _ 
creative, erotic work, not just analytical 
work. Freedom of sexual\ orientation, of 
sexual minorities and sexual rights for 
youth - all of these things have to be 
fought for 4t terms of economic measures , 
social programs and legislation. 
I'm not opposed at all to demanding that 
government be accountable to our apira-
tions. I am opposed to giving government 
the right to say what we can think or hear 
or see because the underlying patriarchal 
nature of that state can be used and will 
be used against us. An equal pay law may 
not be enf~rced and an active women• s 
movement is necessary to ensure its en-
forecemnt, but it can't be used against us. 
An obscenity provision can be used against 
us. 
the rhetoric of the feminist antipor-
nography movement to motivate it, but the 
actual legislation is basically anti-sex. 
Who are the targets of censorship in 
Canada? Is the gay and lesbian com-
munity being hit harder than the 
heterosexual population? 
It's a good question because in the last 
year and a half w~'ve seen a very major 
escalation in the seizure of all kinds of sex -
ual material at the border. There have been 
a number of challenges to the seizures 
recently, so customs has been forced to ac-
count for itself in the public eye. It _has 
been accused of victimizing gay and les-
bia.n bookstores and publications, with 
justice I think . They've said they don't 
target gay men or gay or lesbian sexuali-
ty, that they just have a list of things that 
~re pro~i?ited. Well, one of the things that 
1s prohibited is anal sex and any ref, rence 
to anal sex, not just explicit pictures, but 
any reference. Safe ~ex, personal ads for 
safe sex, articles about safe sex, erotic. 
stories that include safe sex techniques are 
"~o~ can't ask the state which is primarily still patriarchal and 
cap1tahs! !o censor on the one hand, and on the other hand, provide 
t~e cond1tions for the flowering of a f emilJist and erotic culture par-
ticularly. when a femini~t erotic culture is at least, if not ~ore~ 
threatemng to conservative patriarchal forces than anything else." 
Part <?f our struggle in creating social 
change 1s to transform state structures so 
that they distribute wealth and organize 
society in a way that is helpful to our goals. 
I'm not an anarchist in that sense. I am 
very, very clear that certain kinds of 
power, particularly with respect to our 
ability to speak about our reality, must not 
be in any way curtailed. It is only through 
our ability to speak that reality that we can 
ultimately create a culture of opposition 
and that's what we need in order to make 
transformation. 
When Dworkin spoke at that conference 
in Toronto, she said left-wing men are in 
some sense worse than right-wing men 
because they want to have their por-
nography. She said there's no way we can 
ally with them because their desire to 
dominate women and to have lots of sex-
ual material which perpetuates the domina-
tion of women is no basis on which to 
all censored because they make reference. 
to anal sex. 
!hey've · also been seizing whole 
shipments of books for Glad Day in Toron-
to and Little Sister's in Vancouver, up to 
$1_0,000 a shipment and many , many 
shipments, to the point where the stores are 
now on the verge of bankruptcy. 
If Guccione has to go to court to defend· 
one of his issues, no problem. He has 
lawyers on retainer in Canada. If Glad Day 
has to go to court, it has to raise $30,000. 
It's effort , time and money for the entire 
comn_mnity. So proportionately, there's no 
question about the relative harassment and 
victimization. There's no comparison as to 
the impact. In effect you have a true and 
vicious victimization of gay and lesbian 
outlets and publications . 
Is something happening in Canada 
now similar to 1985 's Six Days of 
Resistance where filmmakers and video 
"I wool~ never argu~ that women should simply support freedom 
of expression because m many ways that's a meaningless phrase to 
women. Freedom of expression in American society today is the 
freedo~ that many rich, powerful, predominantly white men have 
to dommate the cultural landscape.'' 
make an alliance. We can make an alliance 
-= with right-wing men and women because 
she s~id '. those people at least acknowledg; 
there s a problem with pornography. 
They're all bad in one sense, but we can 
sha~e goals with some on a temporary 
basis . 
producers refused t~ submit their work 
to the censor board? 
Many of the artists who don't distribute 
commercially, but through art galleries or 
~ven out of their own living rooms, con-
tmue to refuse to submit their tapes to the 
ce~sor ?oard . This puts them in very 
senous Jeopardy. At any point the police 
can come into their homes and confiscate 
their equipment. At this time, because of 
the h~e and cry raised through events like 
the Six Days of Resistance , the censor. 
board is not -acting against these artists 
Everybody is holding their breath becaus; 
of the legislation coming down from Ot-
tawa. When that comes, then customs and 
proyincial censor boards will line up with 
that, but they're holding their fire right 
now. There are plans afoot to mount a dav 
of resistance when this legislation come's 
down. 
• -.J 
Well, I think that's horseshit . Dworkin 
so little u:-.de~stands the left and the right. 
And she so little understands history and 
how little power she has. If you take a look 
at what happened with the Meese Commis-
sion, it's perfectly clear the Commission 
used ~omen Against Pornography for 
what 1t was worth and spit it out . It 
man~pulated them. It set them up. There 's 
nothing_ there that reflects that agenda in 
any senous way . 
And that ' s what we 've seen in Canada 
at the federal and provincial levels. The 
legislation that has come down has used all 
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~he problem is that for anybody who is 
trying to make a living out of anything that 
amounts to commercial distribution it is 
impossible not to submit to the c~nsor 
board becuase you'd simply get put out of 
business. If you "re an artist and work on 
~ar~ina) , non -commercial, nonprofit 
d1stnbut1on, at this time the censor board 
is turning its head. '· 
There's a company that distributes a lot 
of documentaries and European films bet-
ter quality films . They recently distributed 
two films - Rate It X, a feminist critique 
of pornography which I've seen and which 
has a lot to recommend it, and Soldier 
Girls, a film about the training of young 
women Marines at bootcamp. Both of 
these films have been censored by the cen-
sor board. 
The one film showed scenes from por-· 
nography and the censor board said we 
can't have gratuitous violence. Another 
clause for censorship says the use of cruel-
ty to animals in the making of a film is 
grounds-for the censoring of the film . In 
Soldier Girls there's a scene where the 
sergeant bites off the head of a live chicken 
as a demonstration of the sangfroid 
necessary to be a Marine and a rather vivid 
demonstration of what happens to you if 
you don't take orders. 
The· documentation of cruelty to animals 
was cut. The documentation of violence 
against women was cut. Films critical of 
incest or rape have been censored . 
Can you talk about your current 
project? 
I _h~ve a major project now on sport and 
poht1cs called ''The Games Cultures 
~lay." I've been interested for a long time 
in forms of culture that mobilize the body. 
I used to debate a lot with Susan Cole 
Catherine MacK.innon's main adherent i~ 
Toronto. She had a very standard routine. 
At a certain point in her presentation she'd 
hold up a Penthouse or Playboy centerfold 
and say the reason pornography is so much 
worse than any other kind of disclosure is 
because "men masturbate to this and they 
learn sexism in their bodies." 
On my way to a debate with her one day 
I passed a newsstand and I saw on the 
cover of Sports Illustrated a massive black 
football gladiator. A little light went on in 
my head. I knew something was very 
wrong with Cole's argument but I had been 
looking for a way to illustrate it. I picked 
up a copy and went off to the debate at a 
New Democratic Party women's 
conference. 
Af~er she held up her centerfold, I held 
up mine. I said, ''Ladies, you send your 
sons off to learn football and hockey when 
they're very young. If you think they first 
learn gender and violence and masculini-
ty and certain forms of sexuality when 
-they're 12 or 13 years old when they buy 
[!layboy, and you have another thing com-
ing . They learn the stuff in their bodies 
much , much earlier. And it is important 
the way we physically internalize ideology 
and the way we .eroticize it, but it happens 
long before we have any access to 
pornography.'' 
~ became increasingly interested in sport 
as a mobilizer of the body. I've now done 
a series for CBC radio called "Play , Per-
formance and Power'' which looked at 
sport and polit!cs in a .whole series of ways 
- gender, national politics , class politics, 
and now I'm working on a book and a set 
of films on those issues . 
Across The Border 
continued from page 11 
ticensors?iP activist Varda Burstyn, film 
was considered a threat to the morality af 
women and children in Upper Canada; the 
Cus!om Tariff Act accompanied by Inter-
pretive Policy-Administration of Tariff 
item 99201-1; and the Canadian Criminal 
Code. The interpretive policy prohibits the 
importation of materials deemed obscene 
under the criminal code. 
All films and videos shown in Ontario 
mu~t be submitted to the Ontario Censor 
Board _for prior censorship before they can 
~e ava!lable for public circulation, a prac-
tice Burstyn decries as ''the worst form of 
state censorship'' because the material may 
never reach the public. 
And the Justice Minister of Canada 
recently introduced into .parliament new 
antipomography legislation widely con-
de~ed by the progressive community, in-
cluding gays and lesbians , feminists , ar-
tist~ an~ civi~ libertarians . If passed, this 
leg1slat10n will amend the criminal code 
and extend state regulations and forms of 
censorship to new areas . 
Canadians Fight Back 
Gay men, lesbians and feminists are 
challenging Canadian Customs on several 
fronts: requesting ministerial inquiries in-
to certain seizures; calling for the repeal 
?f guidel~nes_ u~ed by customs; challeng-
mg the d1scnminatory application of the 
guidelines; filing administrative and 
judicial appeals of seizures; organizing 
public demonstrations and acts of civil 
disobedience; and conducting community 
education . 
Glad Day Bookshop and the Canadian 
Committee against Custom Censorship 
(CCaCC), a new coalition based in Toron-
to, launched and recently won a legal 
challen~e to the seizure of The Joy of Gay 
Sex: This court battle marked the first time 
any appeal of seizures reached the judicial 
level. On March 20, a District Court· of 
Ontario ruling ended the I I-month-old ban 
on the book, declaring the material not 
obscene. The book had been banned for 
v!o~ating m~~orandum 09-1-1 which pro-
h1b1ts dep1ct1ons of · anal intercourse. 
H?wever, despite this legal victory , 
seizures of gay and lesbian materials 
continue. 
Deluged with criticism for confiscating 
saf~ sex information, customs was forced 
to modify its internal guidelines to allow 
safe sex and AIDS prevention materials in-
to the country containing references to anal 
sex. However, the policy states, "All other 
depictions of buggery (sodomy) will be 
classified under Tariff Item 99201-1 as set 
out in departmental memorandum 
09-1-1 ,'' meaning they will be censored . 
The British Columbia Civil Liberties 
Association is organizing a legal challenge 
to· the constitutionality of seizures and 
obscenity legislation on behalf of ~ ittle 
Sister's . 
In Vancouver and Toronto, activists are 
plan_ning action1- similar to the Six Days of 
Resistance Against the Censor Board held · 
in _1985. During the Six Days of 
Resistance , a massive civil disobedience 
action , over 80 organizations in 11 cities 
in Ontario publicly showed over 120 films 
and videos without submitting them to the 
Ontario Censor Bo'ard for prior approval . 
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Treason Trial of South African 
Gay Leader Continues 
by Tim Mccaskell 
JOHANNESBURG - Black gay leader Simon Nkoli was scheduled to take the witness 
stand last month as South Africa's infamous Delmas Treason Trial enters it 17th month. 
despite charges that the presiding judge has broken the law. Nkoli and 21 others , the 
'Vaal 22' , have been charged with subversion, treason and conspiracy to murder . Con-
victions could invoke the death penalty. · 
Defense for the group is accusing the judge, Supreme Court Justice Kees Van Di-
jkhorst, of illegally dismissing the only state representative in the trail who_ might be 
sympathetic to them. But Van Dijkhorst has rejected their arguments and intends to 
carry on. · 
Charges against the Vaal 22 were laid in June 1984 after residents of the Black 
townships surrounding Johannesburg revolted against rent hikes imposed by government-
appointed local councillors. In the ensuing violence, five councillors were killed. Subse-
quently , police arrested 22 community-based anti-Apartheid acitivists who hao been 
involved in organizing opposition to the rent hikes. 
Gay Activist A Defendant 
One of the 22 was Simon Nkoli, a leading Black gay activist and a member of the 
Gay Association of South Africa. He was the organizer of the Sat_urday .Group, a~ inte~-
racial gay group in the Black township of Soweto and was previously a leader m antt-
Apartheid student politics. . _ 
Nkoli and the others were held in solitary confinement under South Afncan emergency 
regulations for more than a year before they were officially charged. In January 1986, 
the trial finally got underway. Since several of the those charged are top leaders ~f 
the United Democratic Front (UDF), the country's major legal anti-Apartheid coah-
tion, the case has become one of South Africa's most celebrated since the treason trial 
of the ANC's Nelson Mandela in the 1960's. 
The state's case has been revealed as exceptionally weak as the marathon trial has 
progressed. Little evidence has been forthcoming to link any of th~_accused to act~al 
acts of violence during the unrest. In November 1986, Judge Van DtJkhorst was obhg-
ed to dismiss charges against three defendants who had not even been mentioned in 
the government's depositions. Six others were released on bail. Van Dijkhorst con-
tinues to refuse bail to the remaining ) 3 prisoners. 
Procedural Controversy 
Late in March of this year the trial was thrown into further controversy as the judge 
suddenly removed one of the court's designated lay assessors, Professor W.A. Joubert. 
In South-7\frica, criminal cases are decided by a judge sitting with two laymen, called 
assessors, who advise him on matters .9f fact and credibility . . 
Joultert was dismissed after it was learned that he had once signed a petition of mo,-e 
than one million signatures collected by the UDF in opposition to a new South African 
constitution excluding Blacks from all political life. 
The fired assessor responded by accusing the judge of holding pro-government political 
views and reveal_ing that the second assessor, W.F. Krugel , belongs to a white racist 
secret society called the Afrikaner Broederbond. Joubert said he felt his presence in 
the court had been "an important countervailing influence to balance" the judge's own 
views. "If my (openly expressed) political dispositions ... constitute a reason why I should 
rescue myself (resign) , then for the same reason the presiding judge should rescue 
himself. ' ' 
Although the court's impartiality was no longer credible Van Dijkhorst refused to 
appoint a new assessor and decided to continue the trial with Krugel as his only ad-
visor, a move unprecendented in South African law. 
The judge' s decision was challenged by the defense which claimed that the court 
was now "unlawlfully constituted" and demanded that Van Dijkhorst step down and 
declare a mistrial. "We have seen the disappearance of the only members of the court 
whom we believed was not hostile to us ," said a statement from the defendants . "We 
have been told that ·a person who signed the million _signature declaration is not fit to 
be member of the court that tries us . If this is so, we cannot accept that a member 
of the Broederbond and judge who is seemingly hostile to us are fit to do so". Van 
Dijkhorst rejected defence arguments out of hand. 
Nkoli's attorney Caroline Nicholl explained that the defense had appealed the ruling 
but it was unlikely that the Appellate Division Court would hear the matter until the 
present trial was completed . That means any kind resolution is a long way off for Nkoli 
and the other defendants who are now entering their fourth year of detention. The com-
plex trial is only half finished and already has generated 11 thousand pages of testimony. 
A normal appeal of a simple case resulting in several hundred pages takes between 
one year and 18 months in South Africa. 
Impact on Gay Community 
The Nkoli case continues to trouble the South African gay movement, which finds 
itself divided along both political and racial lines. Nkoli, who feels that the white 
dominated Gay Association of South Africa (GASA) has done little to support him since 
his detention, recently asked that his membership in the group be suspended. GASA 
failed to inform the international gay movement of Nkoli's arrest and the South African 
gay press neglected to mention the case until it had been reported in the gay press around 
the world, almost ~wo years after Nkoli 's detention. Calls continue in the International 
Gay Association for GASA's expulsion on the grounds that it has not taken an active 
role in fighting the racist Apartheid system. . . 
A new coalition of several smaller lesbian and gay groups including the largely Black. 
Rand Gay Organization and the Capetown group, Lesbians and Gays Against Oppres-
sion formed this spring calling itself ' 'The Congress of Pink Democrats'' . The Con-
gress released the following statement to the South African gay press. "The Congress 
of Pink Democrats has formed to bring lesbian and gay issues into the progressive move-
ment. We note the tardiness of the response of gay organizations to the Delmas Treason 
Trial and the lack of solidarity with Simon Nkoli and the other trialists . We unequivocally 
express support for Simon Nkoli who has given lesbians and gay activists a focus for 
their diffuse feelings of anger. · 
"Simon's actions represent the principles of the Congress of Pink Democrats -
notably that all oppressions are related and that all oppressed people must fight together 
to free ai, human potential',,. 
Letters or support to Nkoli may be sent c/o Priscilla Jana, P .O. Box 61875. Mar-
shalltown 2107 . Johannesburg. Republic of South Africa . 
(lim McCaskell coordinated International News for The Body Politic from 1977 to 1986. 
He is a Toronto resident who has been following the Nkoli story for the past two years. ) 
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Global Gayzette 
Consumer Action 
Against Two Condom 
Manufacturers 
The Gay and Lesbian Press Association 
(GLP A), the nation's only lesbian and gay 
trade association, today endorsed a con-
sumer action against two condom manu-
facturers- Carter-Wallace and Ansell 
Americas-to protest the condom indus-
try'.s refusal to advertise in gay publi-
cations. 
"While it would be irresponsible for us 
to call for an industry-wide boycott because 
of the AIDS crisis, we are asking gay men 
riot to buy Trojan or Lifestyles condoms 
and sen~ wrappers from these companies' 
compe~1to1:5 ~o their marketing depart-
ments, said Don L. Volk, GLPA ,presi-
dent. 
J.oe DiSabato. president of Ri~endell 
Marketing in New York instituted the 
action aft~r refusals by the industry to 
pla~e ads m gay publications. Approxi-
mately 50_ ga~ newspaper~ in the country 
ra? an ed1tonal by DiSabato "Can Any-
thmg Stop Homophobia in the Condom 
Industry?" in March. 
"It is unconscionable that An~ell Presi-
dentJohn Silverman said, 'AIDS is acon-
do_m ~arketers' dream' when gay men are 
dymg m large numbers," said Volk. "For 
condom manufacturers to ignore the gay 
market _by fe~turing women or non-gay 
couples m their aq.vertising is a gross insult 
to our community. We call for this con-
sumer action to show that we are not the 
'captive' aud ience condom manufacturers 
might believe us to be," he said . 
"Gay and lesbian publications through-
out the ~ountry have been at the vanguard 
m AIDS educat10n,"said Volk. "Without 
the efforts of the gay press, I believe there 
would have been considerably more AIDS 
deaths. " 
? LP A is a trade organization of publi-
cations and individuals devoted to the 
gay I lesbian community. The group repre-
sents approximately 400 publications from 
weeklies to monthlies. 
AIDS Quilt 
Organizers of The NAM ES Project 
have begun to assemble the "AIDS Quilt." 
a massive tribute to Americans killed by 
the AIDS epidemic. 
. Hundreds of cloth panels, each bearing 
the name of a single person lost to AIDS. 
are being collected in San Francisco and 
sewn into one vast quilt of names. Organ-
izers of the Project expect the quilt to even-
tually cover several city blocks and include 
thousands of individually created fabric 
panels. The quilt will be displayed across 
the Capitol Mall in Washington, DC on 
the morning of Sunday, October 11 , I 987, 
the day of the National March for Lesbi-
ans and Gay Rights. 
Persons wishing to participate in the 
NAMES Project are urged to design and 
create panels of any light-weight, du rable 
fabnc measuri ng six feet by three fee t (6" x 
3') held horizontally or vertically. 
Project Director Cleve Jones has asked 
participants in the memorial to complet~ 
their panels well before the September 
15th deadline. "We need to a llow one 
month to six weeks to sew the pieces 
together and additional ti me for travel and 
rublic displays," said Jones. "Peorle should 
try to get them fi nished and in the mail by 
August I. " 
Completed panels have been received in 
a large variety of styles and materials. 
According to production coordinator 
Joseph Durant, no two have been alike. 
"We've been really impressed with the 
quality of the work we're seeing," said 
Dur~t. "Even the panels done with simple 
techmques show real thought and loving 
care." 
T~-deductible donations toward pro-
duct10n and transportation costs can be 
sent to The NAMES Project at P.O. Box 
14573, San Francisco, CA 94114. For 
more information call Mike Smith at 
415 / 863-0767. 
l...__ 
1988 Presidential 
Campaign Monitor~d 
The National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force has launched a major educational 
drive called CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE 
to monitor and influence the 1988 presi~-
dential candidates'positions on issues that 
affect the lesbian and gay community. One 
of the CAMP AI GN's first efforts will be to 
inform the gay community and the main-
stream media of the record of Governor 
Michael Dukakis, who has advocated and 
implemented a policy which discriminates 
against lesbian and gay foster parents. 
The NGLTF CAMPAIGN FOR JUS-
TICE will ascertain and publicize the can-
didates' positions on lesbian and gay rights 
and on AIDS-related issues. The national 
organizing effort wm track candidate posi-
ticn papers, publish periodic reports for 
the lesbian/ gay electorate, and arrange 
briefings with candidates and / or their staff 
members. 
"Dukakis is being targeted first because 
with tqe withdrawal of former Sen. Gary, 
Hart he is perceived by many as the front-
runner for the Democratic presidential 
nomination and, while in office, he has 
implemented an anti-gay policy,"explained 
Jeffrey Levi, NG L TF's Executive Director. 
The Task Force 'effort regarding Duka-
kis is being conducted in conjunction with 
the "Dukewatch," launched by the Gay & 
Lesbian Defense Committee of Boston. 
"Dukewatch" will apply pressure to the 
Dukakis campaign through public actions 
and media education across the country. 
The campaign will specifically target the 
New Hampshire and Iowa primaries as 
avenues through which this ·issue can be 
raised in a way that will have an impact on 
the Dukakis campaign. 
Dukakis has recently lobbied the Mas-
sachusetts state legislature in favor of a-
state lesbian/ gay civil rights bill. Levi 
praised this as "a step forwad" but pointed 
out that "as long as state policies refuse to 
recognized gay/ lesbian equality, such legal 
protections are rendered less meaningful." 
The Governor's foster care policy was 
in itiated in May of 1985, and states that 
foster children should only be placed in 
"traditional," two-parent, heterosexual 
homes where the mother does not work. 
The Chief Justice of the Massachusetts 
Superior Court called the policy "blatantly 
irration al" in a preliminary injunction 
hearing on a lawsuit filed to challenge its 
application. 
Follo";Ving the precedent set by Duka- . 
kis, the Massachusetts House of Represen-
tati ves has, fo r the second time, passed a 
bill mandating the policy as state law. The 
state legislature in New Hampshire has 
also passed legislation prohibit ing gay men 
and lesbi,rns fro m becoming fos ter parents. 
Barney Frank 
Comes Out 
Barney Frank, a congressperson from 
the Boston area recently came out as a gay 
man in an interview with The Boston 
Globe. His revelation makes him the second 
openly gay congressperson, joining Rep. 
Gerry Studds, also of Massachusetts. · 
Frank is the first, however, to voluntarily 
reveal his sexual orientation. 
Diversity of Support 
for Upcoming 
National March 
Over $30,000 has been pledged to the 
National March on Washington for Les-
bian and Gay Rights by gay and non-gay 
groups. The March will be held on October 
11 , 1987 in Washington, D.C. To date, 
nearly one-half of the pledged amounts 
have been donated by over a dozen national 
ga~ feminist and progressive organizations. 
"The support shown for the March by · 
lesbians and gay civil rights, religious, and 
AIDS-service organizations, has been crit-
ical to the National March effort" noted 
national staffperson Lee Bush. "We were 
very excited when the first sizeable contri-
bution of $500 came in from Black and 
White Men Together. Then, when the 
National Organization for Women gave us 
an immediate $2000; followed by $2000 
from National Gay Rights Advocates; and 
pledges for $2000 froni the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force and the Human 
Rights Campaign Fund; we knew that 
diverse organizations were making a pow-
erful statement about our need to march 
for lesbian and gay civil rights." 
The budget for national March plan-
ning totals over $300,000, and includes 
expenses such as outreach, staging, sound, 
printing, office, rent and phones. Regional 
· and local March organizing committees 
must also raise. substantial amounts of 
money to subsidize ·travel and to help 
promote the March on . local levels. The 
national office is not in debt and plans to 
hire its second full-time staff person. 
Recently the Mobilization For Survival 
and the War Resisters League joined the 
March steering committee and pledged to 
contribute resources to organizing. "The 
support of non-gay groups for this March 
represents an important step in our battle 
for freedom," observes Bush "It is an 
acknowledgement that we are fighting for 
civil rights and that we are building the 
broad-based coalition we need to achieve 
those rights." . 
· The March is entirely funded by dona-
tions fro m ind ividuals, organizations and 
business sponsors. Persons interested in 
holding fund raisers, making a contribu-
tion or having their organ ization become 
an official March Sponsor are w ged to call 
the national March office at (202) 783-
1828 or send a check to March on Wash-
ington at P.O. Box 7781. Washington. 
True Brilliance Marks 
Beastie Boys 
Anti-Gay Campaign 
A "Naming Names" radio broadcast 
publicizing violently homophobic com, 
ments by the Beastie Boys has resulted in a 
$2000 donation by the rock group's record 
company, CBS Records, to the New York 
City Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence 
Project. 
"I hate faggots," said lead singer Adam 
Horowitz, in a magazine interview. He 
went on to characterize homosexuals as 
. child molesters and as psychologically 
sick. "Naming Names" invited listeners to 
contact CBS Records to let CBS know 
how they felt about the Beastie Boys' 
comments. One caller got through directly 
to the vice president for press and public 
affairs, Robert Altshuler. When Altshuler 
asked how the caller wanted CBS to 
respond, .the caller suggested a donation to 
the New York City Gay and Lesbian Anti-
Violence Project. Within days, the Project 
received the $2000 donation. In his cover-
ing letter, Altshuler made no reference to 
the Beastie Boys incident. According to 
Anti-Violence Project Assistant Director ' 
William Smith, the donation was the first 
the project has received from a corporation. 
"Naming Names" is a syndicated pro-
gram sponsored weekly by GLAAD, the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defa-
mation, Inc. In a recent meeting, Craig 
Davidson was selected as . the organiza-
tion's first executive director. "GLAAD 
programs, such as the phone tree, radio 
and TV spots, and demonstrations, bring 
lesbians and gay men together to stop def-
amation and promote positive images of 
our community," Davidson said. "Our 
continued success requires power, and our 
power requires participation. My goal in 
developing G LAAD's financial and admin-
istrative base will be to support program · 
expansion- so that even more people get 
involved in the gay community's struggle 
to be accorded the respect we deserve." 
For more information, contact GLAAD, 
P.O. ·Box 809, 263A West 19th Street, 
NewYork, NY 10011. 
Civil Rights 
in Connecticut 
The state of Connecticut recently came 
very close to becoming the second state to 
enact lesbian/ gay rights legislation. Initially 
the Hou~e voted 79-68 to approve legisla-
. tion granting civil rights protection to les-
bians and gays, and the Senate voted 24-1 l 
to pass it. Following heavy lobbying by 
fundamentalists , six House members 
changed their votes and the final tally two 
weeks after the preliminary vote produced 
a 73-73 tie, killing the bill for this session. 
In Massachusetts similar. legislation 
passed the House on a 77-65 vote on May 
6. The Senate was expected to vote in late 
June. 
This month 's Global Gayzette was com-
piled by Tom Hagerty. 
******** 
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Review 
INTERCOURSE, by Andrea Dworkin. 
New York: The Free Press. , 1987, 257 
pp. , $19.95 hardcover. 
by Barbara Leclerc 
There is never a real privacy of the body 
that can coexist with intercourse: with be-
ing entered. The vagina itself is muscled 
and the muscles have to be pushed apart. 
The thrusting is persistent invasion. She is 
opened up,slit down the center. She is oc-
... cupied - physically, internally, in her 
privacy .... The political meaning of inter-
course for women is the fundamental ques-
tion offeminsim and freedom : can an oc-
cupied people - physically occupied in-
side, internally invaded - be free; can 
those with a metaphysically c9mpromised 
privacy have self-determination; can those 
without a biologically based physical in-
tegrity have self-respect ... ? Being an ob-
ject - living in the realm of male objec-
tification - is abject submission, an ab-
dication of the freedom and integrity of the 
body, its privacy, its uniqueness, its worth 
in and of itself because it is the human body 
of a human being. Can intercourse exist 
without objectification? 
Intercourse, Dworkin 
I, perhaps without adequate reason, had 
always assumed that Andrea Dworkin was 
a lesbian. Scanning the pages of Inter-
course, though, I have come to believe that 
she has a profound investment in men 
which paradoxically manifests itself as a 
rage toward them and the~r sexual relations 
with women. For a woman to feel the in-
tesity of anger that Dworkin feels and ex-
presses toward's men objectification of 
women in sexual intercourse, she would 
have to be aware of the potential for, and 
also acutely desire, the goodness · and 
pleasure of relating to men sexually . 
Does objectification of women inhere in 
the act of sexual intercourse or does male 
privilege in the economic, political, and 
social spheres create it? In other words, 
does objectification of women reside in the 
act itself or does a cultural context of male 
supremacy cause objectification to 
permeate the act? Dworkin repeatedly 
raises this theoretical question but never 
gives her answer. What is the cause and 
what are the consequences of her noncom-
mittal approach? 
I believe Dworkin's failure to decide 
c;.. whether it is imbued with meaning by its 
context is tantamount to resisting feminist 
.change . Dworkin only grants that at pre-
sent the objectification ot women m mter-
course does exist and she communicates to 
the reader in her notoriously grl!phic pro-
se that this is an abhorrent state of l\ffairs. 
However , she is unable to offer a strategy 
for change because she fails to locate the 
source of objectification . If she were to 
locate the source of objectification in the 
act of intercourse, then the main strategy 
for change [albeit obviously impractical] 
would be to work for the abolition of sex-
ual intercourse. If she located the source 
of objectification in men's greater 
economic, political, and social power, then 
her stragey would include all efforts to 
raise women's status in those spheres . 
Because Dworkin fails to establish what 
she believes to be the source, she cannot 
indicate which steps women need to take 
to transcend their objectification. 
Dworkin's failure to commit is not ac-
cidental, not an oversight. The question 
she raises is so fundamentally impbrtant 
and so prominent in her book that I believe 
she purposely chose not to answer it. I then 
ask myself how she benefits from not 
answering the question, or more revealing, 
how she benefits from the continuation of · 
female objectification in intercourse . I ar~ 
rive at the disturbing conclusion that 
Dworkin's noncommittal stance allows her 
to avoid the sound criticism that would be 
aimed at her proposed strategy if she were 
to locate.objectification in the act of inter-
course, while at the same time allowing her 
to avoid assuming responsibility for work 
that would be necessary if she adopted a 
strategy that locates the source of objec-
tification in male privilege. If my assess-
ment is correct, then Andrea Dworkin is 
I was tired of the bars ... tired of the "scene" 
and tired of playing all of the little mindgames 
to find out whether this guy or that guy was 
interested in a person like me ... or, more 
import,antly, if I was interested in him. 
Then a friend of mine told me about Buddies. 
He said the counselors there understood what 
he was looking for in a companion. 
So I called them. Buddies introduced me to 
several exciting guys in Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire within a few weeks after I 
joined. Now I'm telling all of my friends. Calling 
Buddies was one of the best decisions I've 
ever made. 
BuddiEs 
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caught between being aware of and • 
angered by the sexual objectification of . 
women and refusing to take effective steps 
to change the situation. Her apparent feel-
ing of powerlessne~s arises from her own 
unwillingness to take power. This inter-
pretation might explain why her rage 
endures. 
The book is not without value. Dworkin 
presents creative interpretations of ac-
claimed novels and plays which use sex-
ual intercourse as a main theme. Her in-
terpretations ofKobo Abe's novels are par-
ticularly illuminating. But even interpreta-
tions can't escape the flaw in her analysis 
and this is made clear by her discussion of 
Gio'",/anni 's Room and Another Country by 
James Baldwin . Both novels depict gay 
male anal intercourse as having the power 
to produce either psychic redemption or 
destruction. Dworkin 's choice to include 
works which portray gay male sexuality 
raises questions that her noncommittal . 
superficial analysis does not answer. For 
example, does anal-receptive intercourse · 
have the same kind or the same degree of 
significance for a gay man that vaginal in-
tercourse has for a heterosexual woman? 
Does anal-receptive intercourse produce 
the same erosion of privacy and self-
esteem in gay men that Dworkin claims 
vaginal intercourse produces in women? 
The reader is unable to extrapolate from 
the book either Dworkin's answers to these 
questions or, more important, her explana-
tions for her answers. 
Lesbian sexuality receives no represen-
tation in Dworkin 's book probably because 
the only characteristic common to all sex 
acts that she -recognizes as intercourse is 
penile penetration - penetration of the 
anus , throat , and especially the vagina. 
Dworkin apparently limits her definition 
of intercourse to penile penetration of a 
bodily oriface. Why does she focus on 
penetration by penises? ls she suggesting 
that penises have greater power than other 
bodily organs or inanimate objects to 
" physically occupy" and " internally in-
vade" women's bodies? Is penile penetra-
tion , for exaITJ.ple, more corrosive to 
female autonomy and s-elf-worth than 
penetration by hand? If so, why even more 
basic, will the mere posession of a vagina, 
because it can be penetrated, forever prev-
vent a woman from achieving the degree 
of freedom and biological integrity that 
Dworkin beiieves men already possess? 
These are just a few of the questions I 
ask in response to Dworkin's analysis. 
They are provocative but my inability to 
determine Dworkin 's answers to them 
makes me suspicious because an analysis 
that does not answer questions is ultimately 
one that does not promote change. 
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Check Out Check,Jt Out! 
by Mari Thelander 
The funniest comedy of the season is not 
available on network television, but if you 
tune in at _11 :30 A.M. on Sunday morn-
ings , you may just be able to catch it on 
WPXT (Channel 51) . It ' s called Check it 
Out!, and it 's wonderful. The program 
stars Don Adams of Get Smart fame as 
Howard Bannister , harried manager of 
Cobb's Supermarket. Check it Out! is film-
ed in Toronto with mostly Canadian actors, 
and is based .on a popular British sitcom 
called Tripper's Day. It may also be s·een 
on USA, Saturdays and Sundays at 5 P.M. 
Each week on Check it Out!, Don 
Adams and his friends relive the Golden 
Age of comedy . Adams ' portrayal of the 
irascible but deeply kind Bannister is the 
most seamless, the most charmingly 
delineated, the most downright juicy per-
formance since the days when Jackie 
Gleason, Jack Benny and George Bums 
ruled the roost . From time to time the Ban-
nister character recalls Benny , waving his 
arms around whining, "Byt Edna," to his 
long-suffering girlfriend in precisely the 
same tone that Benny used to address Mary 
Livingstone. 
Adam's sterling performance on f:heck 
it Out! serves to highlight the dilemma of 
actors who have had a great deal of suc-
cess early in their careers, but are more 
or less put out to pasture and forgotten 
about later in life. I wonder how many 
fabulously talented , experienced older ac-
tors are continually passed over as ' 'has-
beens'' by an entertainment industry ever-
eager for "fresh, new" faces. 
It's a shame because an older actor 
pitints from a larger palette. His perfor-
mance is more ricnly detailed , more relax-
ed, and more confident. Adam's outstan-
ding success on Check it Out! proves that 
experience shows. As Maxwell Smart, he 
was riotous. As Howard Bannister, he is 
doubly riotous , and more three 
dimensional . 
Check it Out! is one of the few shows 
on the air that attempts to depict up-to-date 
social attitudes, which is probably why it's 
not on the networks. Howard isjnvolved 
in a passionate affair of seven years' dura-
tion with Edna Mosely , his secretary. Ed-
na (Dinah Christie) is intelligent, beautiful, . 
capable, and a feminist. She is also in his 
own age-range. References to Howard and 
Edna 's wild lovemaking aboun5f in every 
episode. Howard is devoted to Edna and 
evidences no interest in jiggly nymphettes . 
Howard's love for Edna is a direct nose-
thumbing at the underlying cultural attitude 
that dictates that women over 35 are not 
desirable . It 's considered normal to make 
love to a middle-aged woman, but only if 
that worAan happens to be your wife and 
you' re therefore " stuck" with her. Any 
man still at liberty to choose is presumed 
to be seeking a 20-year-old Playboy center-
fold . Howard and Edna ' s enduring affair 
is a real myth-shatterer . 
Check it Out! also offers us the delights 
of Aaron Schwartz as Leslie Rappaport, 
a "screaming queen" supermarket clerk 
compared with whom Harvey Fierstein is 
Rambo. Though Leslie's outlandish flam-
boyance is/ a never-ending source of 
humor, it 's also made plain that the other 
characters, well-aware of Leslie's gay 
orientation , ljke him and accept hin\ . 
Leslie is an intelligent, savvy , witty man 
whom the female employees invariably 
select as a confidant. At last, a TV sitcom 
that resembles real life . Many real-life 
workplaces are generously populated with 
gays . Many heterosexuals form deep and 
lasting bonds with gay friends. You 'd 
never know it from tuning in average net-
work TV , where gays , like blacks prior to 
the civil rights movement, are all but in-
visible. How wonderful to see that Check 
it Out! features the delicious Leslie and his 
antics more and more each week. 
Kafhleen Laskey plays Marlene 
Weimaraner,a punk-rock fan who's always 
doing something " interesting" with her 
hair. Punk-rockers are another group 
rather unfairly maligned by the media; sit-
com writers in particular love to ap-
propriate them as an excuse for strings of 
facile saftey-pin jokes. Marlene talks a 
tough line, but her bark is stronger than 
her bite. Although she looks approximately 
as vulnerable as Lita Ford, Bannister 
(Adams) nonetheless takes a gentle, pro-
tective, fatherly attitude towards her. I like 
that. Like Leslie with his gayness, Marlene 
with her interest in punk-rock is portrayed, 
not as a walking peculiarity, but as a well-
rounded human who just happens to have 
an eccentricity or two. 
Barbara Hamilton as Mrs. Cobb, owner 
of the Cobb's Supermarket chain, is 
another weekly pleasure. Mrs . Cobb is an 
extremely robust older lady who doesn ' t 
speak so much as she barks . This , we are 
meant to understand, is a real tough broad. 
Each week we're treated to a new round 
of can-you-top-this "how tough was she?" 
jokes. "Mind if I smoke?" she demands 
one week upon entering Bannister's office. 
When he nods, she whips out a cigar. "A 
present from Fidel Castro," she remarks. 
" Every Christmas he sends me some 
cigars. I send him a tank." 
Bannister's assistant manager Jack 
Christian (Jeff Pustil) is a macho oaf con-
vinced he's God's gift to women as well 
as to the supermarket industry. When an 
attractive woman moves into a nearby 
apartment building , Christian announces 
that he' s bought a pair of binoculars. " It's 
cheaper than dinner and a show," he ex-
plains without a trace of embarass-ment. 
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Don Adams, star of "Check It Out!" 
Henry Beckman plays Alf Scully , a 
security guard with a drinking problem 
who finds a kiwi fruit and is certain it's 
Edna's lost hamster . Gordon Clapp is M~. 
Viker , a mad handyman who brings a 
snake in to look for Edna's hamster , then 
releases a mongoose to retrieve the snake, 
. then when the mongoose disappears , 
presents Howard with a bill ''for a new 
mongoose ." (Rest assured , Edna's 
hamster is eventually recovered 
unharmed) . · 
Rounding out the cast are Simon 
Reynolds as Murray Amherst, an earnest 
but naive .teenage clerk, and Tonya 
Williams as Jennifer Wood, a young black 
checkout girl who trades wisecracks with 
Marlene and fields inept advances from 
Murray. 
Although young Murray is white, his in-
terest in Jennifer is not used as a 
springboard for a discussion of interracial 
dating. Rather , Check it Out! treats inter-· 
racial dating as if it were no longer an issue 
- as if racial barriers did not exist. This 
may not be realism, but it leaves the viewer 
with a pleasant, hopeful view of humanity. 
Ribald humor is another reason Check 
it Out! isn't likely to show up on network 
TV. In one episode, no end of trouble is 
caused by a $12,000 cuckoo clock that 
Christian for some reason purchases for 
the store. In the end, after three nights of 
sleeping on one of the store's checkout 
conveyer belts in order to guard the over-
priced clock, Bannister exclaims, '. 'I can 
tell you what I'd like to do to that clock 
- but it wouldn't be fair to the cuckoo." 
Meanwhile Howard is hard-pressed to 
keep up with Edna' s insatiable sexual ap-
petites. When one night he is too preoc-
cupied to make love, Edna asks if he is suf-
fering from impotence. "IMPOTENT! " 
Bannister I Adams shrieks . "I am not IM -
POTENT!! " Hearing a 1980's word like 
"impotent" mouthed in the familiar nasal 
tones of Maxwell Smart, was for this 
viewer a truly magic moment. It was as if 
a gap between two ears had suddenly been 
bridged . 
Review!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ 
Greater Tuna 
Opens Sea~ori 
Wr:itten by Jaston Williams, 
Joe Sears, and Ed Howard 
Directed by S. Carleton Guptill 
All Characters created by the actors 
James C. Darling and Dan Roberton 
Technical Assistance by Michael 
Tobin, Deirdre B. Williams, Sharon 
Milton, Tom Frey 
Some costumes by Anne Darling 
Hackmatack Playhouse, Route 9, 
Beaver Dam, Berwick, Maine 
by Pamela Gordon 
Greater Tuna premiered as the first pro-
duction of the 1987 Hackmatack summer 
theatre season. This is a wonderful theatre 
located in an old barn .with a soon to be 
art gallery. The actors and actresses are 
primarily a company , meaning that they 
work together on all the plays and so learn 
to interact with one another very well. 
Greater Tuna, a two man show, is a 
comical satire 011 a small town in southern 
Texas. The characters are a mix of the 
townspeople, including a nutty woman 
who poisons dogs she doesn't like, a young 
man who murders a judge, two comical 
radio announcers , a terrific preacher 
whose eulogy was packed full of cliches, 
and finally , Petey Fisk of the humane 
society, who pleads for humane homes for 
animals including a dog "Yippie" - nam-
ed for its irritating bark. The two actors 
made all the animal noises /and sounds 
themselves as well as much Iii.ore notably , 
acting all the parts , from young boys to old 
men, from teenage girls to old women. 
Their expertise and versitility is amazing ' 
and skilled. Often they changed clothes -
and characters - on stage. 
The play was witty and funny, full of 
pointed barbs about Southern rednecks -
including a radio station ·named 'OKKK' 
after the KKK. The writers showed a fun-
ny side to bigotry and small-mindedness, 
making it look even smaller in the process. 
For example, the town _wished to censor 
porno books - books included were 
Huckleberry Finn because it showed a 
child running away 'from home and Romeo 
and Juliet because they were too young to 
have sex·. The censorship committee also 
wanted to eliminate words from the dic-
tionary 'by actually cutting them out of the 
page! 
Greater Tuna was a town unto itself, in-
sulated and isolated from the "real 
world ' ' . Everyone knew everyone else, 
making for a mutual caring. Despite their 
bigotry , the people came through as real 
human beings. ' 
Greater Tuna was a wonderful start to 
Hackmatack's summer season . · 
Well Done! 
A benefit performance of the musical , 
Evita , netted $1,600.00 for the Maine 
Health Foundation . Despite being preced-
ed by several other fundrai sers this season 
attracting largely gay and lesbian au- · 
diences, this June 4th event drew a near-
capacity crowd. It was organized by Ran-
. dy Scott of the Underground and Judy 
Nevers of Entre Nous. 
Randy welcomed the audience before .the 
show. He took the opportunity to praise 
and thank the members of the Maine 
Health Foundation for their hard work. 
Randy and Judy plan to tum this event in-
to an annual theatrical fund raiser . 
The play , which tells its story of the rise 
to power of Argentine first lady, Eva 
Peron, entirely through its music, was pro-
duced by the Portland Players. It enjoyed 
a long run at the Phyllis Thaxter Theater 
in South Portland before and after the 
benefit. Several members of the gay and 
lesbian community were part of the 
production . 
WGME, channel 13 television, covered 
the event and a report was aired on the 
11:00 news. 
' . 
Buffy's Summertime Tips 
Here we go again, boys and girls ... Sum-
mertime in the the great state of Maine. 
It's finally here, and Buffy has some safe-
ty hints for you all, because she wants to 
. see you all next summer, too. This isJ he 
time of year that so many accidents hap-
pen and many people are severely injured 
,or we lose a friend through som!! careless 
disaster. Now, we don't want that to hap-
pen, do we!?! 
The first thing we think about when sum-
mer rolls around is, "I gotta get a tan," ; 
am I right? Well, a tan is beautiful , but 
don't expect to get it in one day. Like a 
lot of things, it takes time . Don't lay out 
in the sun for hours on end. Take it slow 
and increase your sun.time a little bit each 
day. Sun poison and heat stroke can kill 
a person. For goodness sake, use a reliable 
sun screen!! Blisters ... not only painful to 
you, but they are ugly. NEVER fall asleep 
while you are taking in the rays. I learned -
from personal experience that is a major 
NO-NO. I couldn't walk for two days. To 
say the least , I was not a happy camper . 
If you do get burned, use caution every 
day . Go out and buy a good moisturizer. 
Soak in a cool bath. Witch Hazel is 
wonderful for using in the tub . Wear loose 
fitting clothes, until the pain is gone. If 
you' re the type that likes to wear the most 
tight fitting jeans and muscle shirts ... get 
over it!! You WILL be sorry. Tight 
clothing against a sunburn is worse than, 
a cut with salt poured into it. I would rather 
have all my teeth pulled with a pair of 
pliers .. . by my worst enemy. 
I enjoy a good dip in the pool or floating 
along in a clean lake. I'm sure many of you 
are the same. Swimming is one of the 
favorite pastimes for the summer months. 
Not only is it relaxing but its gre .. t exer-
cise. When you go swimming, you should 
always have at least one qther person with 
you. You never know when a c;ramp will 
creep up on you and for those who have 
had them ... they are not fun. Stay close to 
each other. Don't play "Mr. Macho" and 
swim out of your body's boundaries. If you 
feel tired, take a rest on land. If your friend 
feels tired , don't make him/her feel like 
a heel . For those of you who are not good 
swimmers, never go over your head in the 
water. Currents and under.:ows are un-
predictable and dangerous. Swim in waters 
you are familiar with. If you see a sign say-
ing, "no swimming," obey it because 
there must be a reason. It may be private 
property. Or it could be there for a safety 
reason. I don 't like to suggest night swim-
ming , unless it is in a pool. The dangers 
of night swimming are far more then iil the 
daytime. Primarily, your vision is not as 
good. I have seen some areas covered with 
broken glass . That could really make chop-
ped liver of your feet. 
Boating is fun , too. ALWAYS have 
enough life preservers for everyone on the 
vessel. Make sure the "captain" of the 
boat knows what he/she is doing. Like 
swimming, you should always have so-
meone else with you when you go out for 
a boat ride. If something should go wrong , 
and you were alone, I would hate to think 
of what might happen. It is important to 
go where you know the area. Submerged 
rocks really ruin the underside of a vessel. 
Summer is usually a time for parties. I'm 
sure you know it's unsafe to drive when 
you have been drinking . Well, it is the 
same if you are out on a boat. I don ' t care 
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what a11ybody says; your reflexes and 
judgment are slower when you are drink-
ing. Over half of boating accidents are 
alcohol related . Don't be stupid, people!!! 
It's the same with swimming, too. If you 
have been drinking, please don 't even 
think about taking a casual swim. If you 
don't do it for yourself, do it for your 
friends and family . They will appreciate 
you more alive than dead!!! 
Maine has so much to offer its natives 
and tourists. We didn't get our name 
"Vacationland" for being just another 
hole-in-the-wall dump. Treat our visiting 
friends with love and respect. Make them 
want to come back next year. Put yourself 
in their position. How would you feel go-
ing to another state and have the natives 
treat you like a piece of dirt. You want to 
feel welcome. DO UNTO OTHERS AS 
YOU WOULD HA VE THEM DO UN-
TO YOU!! You would be surprised how 
well that little phrase works . 
Maine has some of the most beautiful 
beaches, parks , campgrounds and amuse-
ment centers in the country. They provide 
hours and days of fun and excitement for 
the entire family . If you're a nature-freak , 
we have some good , if not the best , trails 
and woods in the nation . We pride ourself 
with being the cleanest state around . All 
people play an important role in keeping 
the recreational areas clean and litter free. 
Don 't discard your trash out of a moving 
car. Don't throw it in the woods or on a 
lawn. Do you like having garbage on your 
front lawn? PUT LITTER IN IT ' S 
PLACE. Only you can keep our beautiful 
state staying that way. 
Yes , my dear friends , summer is here 
and Buffy wants you all to have a good 
time and enjoy what Mother Nature has 
provided for you . Go out and see for 
yourself the beauty of it all. Please 
remember to use common sense no mat-
ter what you do. You can have a great 
summer and still' keep two important words 
in your mind : Respect and Safety. SEE 
YOU ALL IN AUGUST!!! 
Happy summer and lotsa LOVE 
Buffy Louise 
An.nouncements 
The first Gulf of Maine Bioregional 
Congress will be held in Freedom, Maine, 
from August 27 to 30. It is intended to 
develop and nurture an awareness that all 
H~ is sacred, that all of our struggles are 
connected, and that in healing the planet 
we heal ourselves. 
The program will include educational 
workshops, panel discussions, and 
cultural/social events. Also, caucuses and 
plenary sessions will discuss and adopt 
statements and policies on cultural/en-
vironmental issues. Congress organizers 
are calling together people with special 
awareness of natural features such as 
climate, flora, fauna, soils, landforms, 
watersheds, and historical and cultural 
patterns. 
Participant volunteerism and donations 
of food are being encouraged to keep costs 
down. Registration (covering everything) 
is $20./day or $65. for all four days for 
adults. Rates are lower for people under 
12 and partial scholarships will be 
available. 
For more information, write to 
Bioregional Congress, 61 Maine Street , 
Brunswick, ME 04011 or call 729-5083. 
The Rape Crisis Center announces a 
Summer Volunteer Training Program run-
ning July 4 through August 13. Free train-
ing will be offered by community profes-
sionals on issues of sexual assault. For 
more information call: Rape Crisis Center 
Hotline, 774-3613 . 
* 
NOTABLE 
QUOTABLE 
"Our system requires that all individuals 
be treated equally under the law. Homo-
sexual men and women have convincingly 
shown that they are. not being treated 
equally. The Legislature must offer them 
redress." 
- From an editorial headlined "Not 'Gay 
Rights': Civil Rights," published in the 
Kennebec Journal the day before the 
Legislature took action on L.D. 602, the 
bill that would have added "sexual orienta-
tion" to the list of protected characteristics 
in the Maine Human Rights Act. 
" ... it was Sen. Robert Dillenback (R-
Cumberland) who, as usual, protested the 
most. It's OK to discriminate against gays, 
he argued, because some people do it for 
religious reasons. Not Christian reasons, 
presumably. Why, 'In some countries,'the 
senator pronounced, 'they kill homo-
sexuals.' 
"Yes, and in some countries, they chop 
·off hands, too. Does Sen. Dillenback think · 
we should therefore give ourselves three 
cheers?" · 
- from an editorial titled "Rationalize, 
rationalize," published in the Kennebec 
Journalthe day after L.D. 602 was defeated 
in both houses of the Legislature. 
** 
Classifieds 
GWF in 40's, own home, good job, fman-
cially secure. Looking for nice young lady 
for friendship and companionship. I am 
5'9" , 130 lbs, blond hair, brown hair, 
brown eyes, cute, on the masculine side. 
No strings, no relationships. Just someone 
to share walks, talks, dinners, and sunsets 
with. I know you're out there somewhere 
- so please write! Write Advertiser #34, 
c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, 
ME 04101. 
Visiting the Boston/Cambridge area? 
Join us at Marigold's B&B for wonien. 
Lovely suite: queen size bed, sitting room, 
private bath, fresh flowers, breakfast. No 
smoking please. (617) 244-8617. 
Women's karate/self defense. Classes 
starting in Augusta in September. Develop 
fitness, . physical strength, and mental 
djscipline from the study of martial arts 
and self defense. Classes taught specifical-
ly for women of all abilities . Instructor 
holds a third degree black belt in. Vechi 
Ryu Karate. For more information, con-
tact Deborah Curtis , RFD 1 Box 770, 
Augusta, ME 04330. (207) 622-4217 . 
Central Maine rustic lakefront camp 
rentals. Two available, June -
September. Private, peaceful, sleep 4-6, 
. $175-$200/week. For more information 
call (207) 825-3148, or write R&P Acres, 
RFD 1. Box 556; Orrington, mE 04474. 
For rent. Three bedroom nice apartment, 
first floor, Eastern Prom area. Non-
smokers only. Lesbians preferred. 
Available 6/25 or 7/11, $500./month, in-
expensive utilities . Call 772-6953. 
Roomate wanted. Three lesbians seek 
fourth, non-smoker . Munjoy Hill, compa-
nwnable, neat household. Reasonable rent. 
Call 772-6953. 
Frustrated Book-Lover? Abandon your 
frustration - at Book Women, a bimon-
thly read-and-discuss-your-favorite-book 
club for women . For details send name, 
address and/or phone num~r to P.O. Box 
1693, Windham, ME 04062. 
GWM, 30, who has humor, intelligence, 
values, ambition, good looks, a nice body, 
and herpes seeks same for identification, 
suppoi:t , and human contact. Please write 
P.O. Box 16026, Portland, ME 04101. 
Honesty and discretion assured. 
Bodybuilders - Gay or Bi - male 
bodybuilders wanted for personalized 
training and photo posing techniques. 
Financial compensation available. Send 
photo and stats to: Advertiser #35, c/o Our 
Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Me. 
04104. 
TENNIS PARTNER wanted by adv.-int. 
player. Have court in Wells. Call Pam 
646-3857 
-Bed and breakfast accommodations for 
women at Kellen Farm, a peaceful country 1_ 
setting in Ashfield, MA. Enjoy sheep and 
goats; swim and hike nearby; visit North-
hampton and Tanglewood. Brochure 
413-628-4703 
Can You Qualify? 53-year-old G WM pro-
fessional is searching for a young GWM 
for a long-term, one-to-one relationship. 
Honesty, sincerity, loyalty, and devotion 
both required and extended. All inquiries 
will receive a response. Write ADV. #33 
Cf O Our Paper 
Responsible Gay Male roommate wanted ::; 
to share large home with gay male couple 
in Conway, NH. Full house privileges. 
Rent $250 a month utilities included. 
Write Alan P.O.B. 294, ··Conway, NH 
03818-0294 or call 603-367-8304 
GWM seeks same to share.modem, clean, 
sunny 2 brm. apt. in Biddeford, ME. Must 
be discrete and-responsible. $185 mo. plus 
Yi utilities, parking, Inquiries write: Resi-
dent, P.O . . Box 1597, Biddeford, ME 
04005 
Hey New England and Canada; Lovers, 
3!)s, physician/ banker, driving Boston to 
Quebec to Montreal July 25-31 on vaca-
tion. Would like to meet and overnight 
with similar couples along the way. Write: 
J. Cross, 1802 Stoney Brook #104, Hous-
ton, TX 77063 
'l BLUEBERRY COVE WORKSHOPS 
1987 Women's Building School 7 / 5-10; 
Music and Healing-Susan Savell 7 / 10- l 
12; Herbs and Healing-Deb Soule & · I 
Arif a Boehler 7 / 17-19; Psychosynthesis-
Ramsay Raymond & Mariel Kinsey 7 / 24-
26; Dreamwork, Healing & Creat1vity-
Ramsey Raymond 7/31-8/2; Women's 
Beginners Sailing School 7 / 26-31 & 8 / 23-
28; Women's Intermediate Sailing 8/9-14; 
Women in Recovery from Chemical 
Dependency 8/ 16-21; Women's Creative 
Writing Weekend with writer Joan Lar-
kin; Crowsfeet Dance Collective 9 / 11-13; 
Libana- Eastern European Song and i 
Dance from Women's Traditions 9 / 25-27. 1 
For more information; HCR 35 Box 520, .i 
Tenants Harbor, ME 04860. 207-372-6353. l 
Seeking female household or woman to 
apartment hunt with, Portland. Neat, 
responsible. Smoke-free, TV-free, space 
essential. Into music, plants, your cats, 
whole foods. Susan, 883-4154 (w)/ 774-
7016 (h). 
KEY INTERNATIONAL GUIDE 
500+ gay hotels, guesthouses, resorts,.bed-
breakfasts, WORLDWIDE. $6.95 PPD. 
Check/ M.O. to: LEEHEI, Box 330406 
"H", Coconut Grove, FL 33233. 
To an old friend: 
Thank you. 
Vincent 
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=======Lesbigay Net"7"ork======= 
AIDS Action of Central Maine 
P.O. Box 3113 
Lewiston, Me. 04240 
AIDS Hotline 782-6ll3 
AIDS-Line 
775-1267 and 1-800-851-AIDS 
Mon. & Wed. 6-9 p.m, Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
The AIDS Project 
48 Deering St. 
Portland, Me. 04i01 
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance 
Box 569 
Bates College 
Lewiston, ME 04240 
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight Coalition 
(BAGLSC) 
c/o 87 Sunset Strip 
Brwer, Me. 04412 
Bowdoin Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance 
Bowdoin College · 
Brunswick, Me. 04011 
Chiltern Mountain Club 
P.O. Box 407 
Boston, Mass. 02117 
207-883-6934 
Colby College Lesbian and Gay Community 
c/o Student Center 
Colby College 
Waterville, ME 04901 
DELGO 
Unitarian Church 
126 Union St. 
Bangor, Me. 04401 
Tel: 942-6503 
Feminist Spiritual Community 
9 Deering St. 
P.O. Box 3771 
Portland, Me. 04104 
773-2294 
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays 
Box 1556, Station A 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada 
Free To Be 
11 King St. 
Augusta, Me. 04330 
Friends and Parents of Gays 
725-4769 (Brunswick) 
GLM (Gais et Lesbiennes de Moncton) 
C.P. 7102 . 
Riverview, ~ .B. , Canada 
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous 
c/o First Parish Unitarian Church 
425 Congress St. 
Portland 04101 
Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group 
7804085 or 772-4741 
Portland 
Gay/Lesbian Alliance 
92 Bedford St. 
Portland 04102 
780-4085 
Gay and Lesbian Genealogy Club 
P.O. Box 1044 
Bangor, ME 04401 
Greater Portland N.O.W. 
P.O. Box 4012 Station A 
Portland 04101 
Harbor Masters Inc. 
P.O. Box 4044 
Portland, Me. 04101 
Lesbian/Gay Com1.1ittee· 
Me. Chapter Nat'l. Assoc. of Social 
Workers 
P.O. Box 5112, Station A 
Portland, Me. 04101 
Lovers Only Friendship Club 
Statewide Connections 
P.O. Box 1044 
Bangor, ME 0440 I 
Maine Bisexual People's Network 
P.O. Box 1792 
Portland, Me. 04104 
780-4085 (messages) 
Maine Connection 
P.O. Box 5245, 
Station A 
Portland, Me. 04102 
Maine Health Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. box 7329 DTS 
Portland 04112 
Maine Lesbian Feminists 
P.O. Box 125 
Belfast 04915 
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance 
P.O. Box 108 
Yarmouth, ME. 04096 
New Hampshire Citizens Alliance for Gay 
Gay Men Social Association and Lesbian Rights 
Northern Lambda Nord 
P.O. Box 990 
Caribou, Me. 04736 
NLN gay Phoneline, 498-2088 
Our Paper 
P.O. Box 10744 
Portland, Me. 04104 
Portland Area Men's Group (PGM) 
c/o P.O. Box 681 
Scarborough, Me. 04074 
Portland Pride Com!Dittee 
P.O. Box 5112, Sta. A 
Portland, Me. 04112 
883-6934 
Seacoast Gay Men 
P.O. Box 1394 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
USM Women's Forum 
University of Southern Maine 
92 Bedford St. 
Portland 04103 
Vermonters. for Lesbian and Gay Rights 
{VLGR) 
Box 281 
Hinesburg, VT 05461 
Wilde-Stein Club 
Memorial Union 
University of Maine - Orono 
Orono 04469 
Women'~ Community Project 
P.O. Box 3733 
P.O. Box 294 P.O. Box 756 ) 
Dignity/Maine Conway, N.H. 03818 Contoocook, N.H. 03329 
P.O. Box 8113 Tel: 603-367_8304 603-228-9009 
Portland, Me. 04104 
ll===Port=la=nd=,M=e=.04=104=========================Meeti11gs=_================================ 
SUNDAYS Wilde-Stein Club - Thursday evening 
Seacoast Gay Men - every Monday , 7-9 ParentsandFriendsofLesbiansandGays 6-9 p.m. , Sutton Lounge, Memorial 
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance - p.m. (except first Monday and holidays) . - last Tuesday of the month , 7:30, First Union, UMO. 
for discussion, support and planning - Unitarian-Universal Church , 292 State St.. Parish Church Pilgrim House, 9 Cleave-
every Sunday , 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa Portsmouth , NH ~side door near base- land St. , Brunswick. Call 725-4769 for Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous -
Lounge, Chase Hall , Bates College, ment) . Call Daryl (603) 335.4294 _ information. every Thursday , step meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
Lewiston. . First Parish Unitarian-Universalist 
Northern Lambda Nord - last Sunday 
of the month - business meeting, 1 p.m. 
followed by potluck. 
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance 
(MLGPA) - every third Sunday of the 
inonth"Meetings rotated throughout state. 
See Calendar listing for location and time. 
Dignity/Maine, every Sunday , 5 :30-7 
p.m., First Parish Church, 425 Congress 
St., Portland (rear entrance). 
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight 
Coalition (BAGLSC) meets the first Sun-
d<1ys and third Thursdays of every month 
at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer at 7:00 p.m. 
MONDAYS 
Feminist Spiritual Community - every 
Monday at 7 p.m. , Friends Meeting 
House, Forest Ave. , Portland, 773-2294 
(come early). 
Greater Bangor NOW, fourth Monday of 
every month, 7-9 p.m. Call 989-3306 for 
info. 
Adult Children of Alchoholics (ACOA) 
- open discussion with focus of gay/les-
bian issues, 7 :30-9 p.m. YWCA , 87 
Spring St. , Portland. 
TUESDAYS 
Greater Portland N.O.W. - fourth 
Tuesday of the month , YWCA , 87 Spring 
St., ·Portland, 7:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics . Anonymous - Gays in 
Sobriety - every Tuesday , 7:30 p.m. , 
First Parish Universalist-Unitarian 
Church , 425 Congress St., Portlarid. 
Our Paper staff meeting - every Tues-
day, 7:30 p.m. 9 Deering St., Portland. 
New members are welcome. 
THURSDAYS 
Bowdoin Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance, 
every Thursday, 7-9 p.m. , Chase Barn , 
Bowdoin College. Brunswick . 
Pride Commitee business and planning 
meeting , last Thursday of every month , 
6:30 p.m., 48 Deering St., Portland . All 
welcome: Call 883-6934. 
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Thursday , discussion meeting at 8 
p.m. , Unitarian Church, Main Street , 
Bangor. 
VLGR (Vermonters for Lesbian and 
Church, 425 Congress St. , Portland. 
FRIDAYS 
Free To Be Group of AA ~ meets 
Fridays at 7:30 p.m., Jewett Hall, UMA , 
room 114. 
Gay/Lesbian Alliance - every other Fri-
day at 7 p.m., 92 Bedford St. , Portland , 
780-4085. . 
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Fri-
day , 8-9:30 p.m. - Gays Together in 
Sobriety (open discussion), Chri st 
Episcopal Church , 80 Lafayette Rd .. Port-
smouth , NH. 
SATURDAYS 
Free To Be Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics 
Anonymous - every Saturday , 8 p.m., 
The House, 60 Oak St. (corner Blake) , 
Lewiston. 
Gay/Lesbian Al-Anon - every Tuesday, Gay Rights) meets first and third Thurs- Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight 
7:30-8:30 p.m. , First Parish Unitarian- day of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the Coalition (BAGLSC) dances meet the 
AIDS Action of Central Maine - first Universalist Church , 425 Congress St. , Peace and Justice Center, 186 College St. , first and third Saturdays of each month 
Monday of every month at Sportsman's , Portland . Burlington, VT. from 8:00 to l :00 at the old Bangor Com-
2 Bates St. , Lewiston, 8 p.m. Call Phil munity College Student Union . 
ll=·=E=lli=s,=7=M=-5=04=7=o=r=7=82=~=1=13=.======================Cale11d~r======================================= 
Fri-Sun., July 3-5 
Symposium XIV and Charlie Howard 
Memorial Day in Orono and Bangor. 
Sunday, July 5 
''Whatever Spectacular Sixth Anniver-
sary State of Independence Weekend 
Celebration' ' , female impersonators 
"Deirdre," "Cheeta," and Danielle, at 
Papa _Joe's , 80 Water St., Augusta. 
Saturday, July 11 
Pride's Neighborhood Outing to Castle in 
the Clouds, Moultonboro, NH. Call to coor-
dinate potluck picnic and car-pooling, 
883-6934. 
Sunday, July 19 
Gay Men's Group Saco River Canoe trip. 
Call . 883-6934 (Portland) or . 784:2251 
(Lewiston) or 603-356-2281. 
Thursday, July 23 
First planning meeting for Portland Pride 
'88 and community projects. Call 883-6934. 
Sunday, July 26 
Chiltern Mountain Club Cannon Mountain 
beginners level hike. Tram up , hike down. 
Call 883-6934. 
GREAT TIMES! 
T1f'les Rorna n. \'°la! is its 
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